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◇Member’s Testimony◇    

By Ken & Noriko Kurihara ◆Thank you so much for 
inviting us to share our memories of JAUC with you! The 
first time I visited JAUC was summer 1998. After 15 
months, I was baptized, and spent nearly 20 years at the 
church till spring 2017. Noriko has a longer history – She 
has been attending JAUC since first grade, except for a brief 
hiatus during her college years. We can both state that 
JAUC was one of the greatest factors which formed our life 
and faith. Please allow us to share a small part of our fond 
memories of God’s Grace shown through the church. ◆One 
especially wonderful memory is that we spent time with so 
many different people as one family. We have met so many 
kinds of people, from Niseis, businessmen from Japan, 
young international students, international couples, Korean 
Japanese, and Americans interested in Japanese culture. 
Other than JAUC, it would be difficult for us to find a place 
where we can mingle, as one family, with so many diverse 
interests and backgrounds!◆Each person attending JAUC 
has a unique history and stories - and on occasion, strong 
opinions. Sometimes these differences imposed challenges, 
but we have still been one family – and the experiences 
allowed us to taste God’s promise “the Kingdom of God is 
within you!” (Luke 17:21). The kingdom of God, where 
God’s Grace works, is made manifest within the 
relationships of people trying to walk to God. Maybe we can 
only catch small glimpses of the Kingdom, but that is still 
enough to remind us that “my Redeemer lives!” (Job 19:25) 
and that knowing, fills our hearts with joy. ◆It was such a 
blessing to be able to help in Sunday School, celebrate the 
weddings of our brothers and sisters, celebrate the births of 
children and to rejoice in their growth. At the same time, it 
was also a great blessing that we could worship with our 
elders who moved to Isabella – and to be able see their 
return to God in peace. Each passing left a deep impression 
on our hearts, and we still cherish memories of both our 
children and elders. ◆ This experience of “lifetime 
fellowship” - which covers from birth to passing - teaches us 
that in Christ, all the parts of one’s life span are parts of the 
mission given to us by the Lord. Romans 14:8 (If our 

memory is correct, this is the favorite verse of Rev. Yugo 
Suzuki) states, “if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, 
we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are 
the Lord’s.” This is a wonderful Grace experienced through 
our fellowship at JAUC. ◆Since spring 2017, I have been 
teaching Christianity at Miyagi Gakuin Women’s University. 
Without the experiences at JAUC and your faithful prayers, 
it would have been impossible for me to obtain such a 
position. Noriko is enjoying singing in the choir at Sendai 
North Church (where we are attending weekly), and this 
year, we were drafted to perform as Mary and Joseph in the 
church Christmas pageant. We cannot express our gratitude 
sufficiently for your faithful support! ◆We believe that 
you are undergoing a difficult period without a pastor. 
However, we believe that for JAUC, this is a period for the 
members and for the church to extend its roots deeply - so 
that it can reach the waters of God’s Grace hidden in the 
depths. It may be a time of preparation for future fruits, as a 
cold winter makes future fruits sweeter. ◆We would like to 
share one special memory. When Fujio Saito was still alive, 
we visited him in Isabella with several other members. Fujio 
joined us for lunch at a nearby Caribbean restaurant and 
ended up treating all of us. We told him that he did not need 
to pay for all of us, but Fujio simply said, “Just say ‘Thank 
you.’” Fujio’s words, “just say ‘Thank you’” struck us 
deeply . We feel that upon this anniversary, God is calling 
us JAUC members, “Do not worry; just say ‘Thank You’!”  
May God you continue to feel God’s presence as you rely 
and walk trusting in His Love and Grace. 
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Together, the Body of Christ; 
               Individually, Its Parts”    I Corinthians 12:27 

JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the 
greater New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith 
in Christ and growing together in Christian discipleship 
through worship, Fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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◇BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND  
BOARD OF MANAGERS REPORT◇ 

■THANKSGIVING 
The JAUC Thanksgiving was a blessed event, as usual! The 
menu consisted of a traditional American thanksgiving but 
with a sweet satsuma imo and kuri, giving our usual dinner a 
Japanese flair (thanks to Antoinette Jones for this suggestion 
and the kuri!) There were new people in the kitchen and we 
are grateful for the volunteers who came during the week to 
shop, help unload and decorate and those who cooked on 
Saturday and Sunday. We plated food for over 70 people, 
distributing to those who are homebound and unable to 
come as well as for friends and neighbors. We are very 
grateful to those helped with security and clean up. 
 
■BAPTISM  
On November 25th Rev. Kei Okada baptized Tomo Kimura 
and Kyoko Nakamura. They gave personal testimonies of 
how they came to faith in Jesus. We warmly welcome these 
new members to the JAUC family of faith! 
 
■ALL-NIGHT PRAYER AND PRAISE FELLOWSHIP  
The first All-Night Prayer and Praise Fellowship was held 
on Friday, November 30th from 10 pm to 6 am. Besides 
prayers for global, local, church and personal concerns, 
there was Scripture sharing, singing, Christian Zumba, 
games, the Lord’s Prayer with movement, snacks, Bible 
pictionary and other lively activities to keep us awake and 
focused on the Lord. 
 
■STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE (SPPRC)  
The Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee is happy to 
announce that Eri Miyashita will be the Music Director 
starting December 2nd. Besides teaching piano students and 
performing around New York City, Eri has played at other 
area churches.  She has a M.M. in Piano Performance and a 
B.A. Equivalency in Music Therapy from Michigan State 
University School of Music. The SPPRC and choir thank all 
the guest pianists, especially Hiromi Abe and Rikako 
Asanuma, for their musical gifts as accompanists these past 
many months. 
 
■PASTOR CALLING COMMITTEE  
The Pastor Calling Committee is now accepting applications 
for the position of senior pastor at JAUC until March 31, 
2019. The job description is posted on the JAUC website 
www.jauc.org and inquiries may be sent to 
pccjauc@gmail.com  Please join members of the PCC for a 
monthly prayer meeting on Tuesday, December 18, 7-8 pm. 
You may also join by conference call as we pray for the 

pastor search process and other church and personal 
concerns. 
 
■CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
On Saturday, December 8th, we will be visiting homebound 
seniors and shut ins to share the Christmas spirit by singing 
Christmas carols. We will meet at JAUC at 1 pm to visit 4 
people. If you know of anyone who needs a visit, please let 
us know. This is the kickoff for regular home visitations in 
2019. 
 
■BOARD OF MANAGERS 
The Board of Managers will meet Sunday, December 9th at 
2 pm on the third floor. Everyone who would like to plan 
the 125th Anniversary Christmas Celebration and other 
church events is welcome to attend. 
 
■CHRISTMAS SERVICE AND 125TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION POTLUCK LUNCH 
As part of the 125th anniversary celebration, we will watch 
a video of former pastor, Rev. Nathan Brownell who is now 
in Yokohama doing RCA Youth Mission with his wife, 
Nozomi. You can read their most recent mission update 
https://mailchi.mp/rca/df-brownell-11-18?e=ee6ef023f8. We 
will also show videos of Mana Hashimoto and Sunday 
school children. ◆The 125th Anniversary Committee 
welcomes others who wish to make a 5-minute video about 
how JAUC has influenced your life. ◆The Christmas 
service and 125th Anniversary Celebration Potluck lunch 
will be held on Sunday, December 23rd. The choir 
welcomes volunteer singers for all parts to come before and 
immediately after the Sunday services to rehearse Handel’s, 
“For Unto Us a Child is Born.” Please speak to Eri 
Miyashita, Music Director, for more information. There are 
sign up sheets in the Social Hall for guests, helpers and to 
let us know what food you will be bringing. Please consider 
purchasing a pot of poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary. 
 
■DAILY NEWS CITY HARVEST FOOD DRIVE 
We are collecting canned goods for those in need via the 
Daily News City Harvest Food Drive. The collection 
continues until January 16, 2019. 
 
■GOSPEL KARAOKE PRAISE PARTY 
There will be a Gospel Karaoke Praise Party on Sunday, 
December 30th at 1:30 pm. Come join us for a time of 
singing, praise and family friendly games as we thank God 
for all the blessings of 2018. 
 
■ 2019 ANNUAL MEETING 
The 2019 Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 
27th at 1 pm in the Social Hall. Please save the date. All 
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church leaders are asked to submit budget requests by 
December 17 and committee reports by January 7. Please 
submit written reports of your group’s activities in Japanese 
and English. Kaoru Suzuki and Gerri Yoshida are serving on 
the Nomination Committee. Please pray and discern how 
God is calling you to serve JAUC in 2019. Church members 
are needed to serve on the Board of Directors and the 
Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee. 
 
■ MISSION COMMITTEE 
The Mission Committee reports that the Christianity in 
America Seminars taught by Rev. Akio Iyoda and sponsored 
by the Special Ministry to Japanese were blessed with over 
ten people attending the sessions. Attendees reported that 
the seminars were informative and helpful to understand 
how Christian theology has influenced U.S. politics and 
government. The seminars were offered in Japanese with 
English translation available. 
 

■ DISABILITY AWARENESS 
The Disability Awareness testimony given by Gerri Yoshida 
and Mana Hashimoto is now available in Japanese and 
English at www.jauc.org. An article about JAUC, “At Home 
in the Faith,” is posted on the RCA  website 
https://www.rca.org/news/home-faith. 
 

◇PRAYER REQUESTS◇ 

For recovery from the typhoon in Kansai and earthquake 
in Hokkaido, Japan. Please pray for the Annual Meeting, 
the Pastor Calling Committee and the pastor search 
process. The health issues for Rev. Susumu Ando, 
Kumiko Baumann (injury), Junko Clarke, June Goldberg, 
Michiko Gorman, Eiko Igarashi, Valerie Igarashi, Eiko 
Ishii, Joe &amp; Yoshiko Kasuga, Kenneth Kubo, 
Hiroshi & Yoshiko Kurihara, Sueko Nakachi, Nanako 
Oguri, Renee Frankel, the Shimojimas, Masayo 
Sonoda’s mother, Rev. Dr. Yugo Suzuki, Jin Takahashi 
(his ministry), Kiyotoshi Takahashi, Sayoko Yoshida, 
John Yoshinaga. 


