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◇Pastor Takahashi’s Message◇     

“Pray, Pray, and Pray” (Luke 18:1 -8) “The Lord said, 
“Listen to what the unjust judge says.” Prior to the 
separation of power, judges made the decisions and 
executed them. In more contemporary terms, the judge 
then was more like a governor. The powerful judge had 
no fear of God and no respect for anyone. But because a 
widow kept asking, “Grant me justice against my 
opponent”, the judge would grant her justice, so that she 
might not wear him out by continually coming. This 
scripture implies the coming Judgment Day. So, that 
means God is the judge. In one hand, it does make sense 
that God gives us the law and delivers judgment, while 
we human should make no judgment. God is our Lord. 
Alternatively, one question comes to us: does God ever 
get tired? When our prayers don’t seem to be heard, we 
wonder if God is listening to us. Or is God too tired to 
hear out pleas? Does our almighty God get tired…? I 
don’t know about you, but it doesn’t seem to make much 
sense. God is God, unlike humans, is almighty and never 
gets tired. Some might think that God can get tired like 
human. Genesis 2:3 says, “God blessed the seventh day 
and made it holy, because on it God rested from all the 
work of creation.” The concept of “rest” is simply to 
cease, stop the work, not taking a break from weariness of 
work. Genesis 2:3 does NOT say that God rested 
“because he was tired.” God rested because God 
completed the work. ◆Then, we can move onto the next 
question: Why God takes so long to answer our prayers, 
our wholehearted, steadfast prayers? We pray for 
important issues in our lives with all our strength, and 
steadfastly. We ask for God’s intervention to help us fix 
our broken relationships with someone personal or 
something like financial inequality, employment issues in 
our community, but sometimes nothing seems to be 

happening. Take peace in this world, economic justice, 
reconciliation between black communities and the police, 
and other similar issues for example. We pray about these 
issues week after week, day after day. But still tragedy 
and conflict continues to occur. Is God hearing our 
prayers? ◆In the September JAUC “Geppo” Newsletter, 
I wrote a message entitled “Why God Answers Our 
Prayers”. This time, I am talking about the other side of 
it: “Why God doesn’t answer our prayers.” ◆ “Then 
Jesus told them a parable about their need to always pray 
and not to lose heart.” When we lose heart, we lose focus 
on life. Without focusing, our vision becomes blurred. 
The meaning of our lives becomes uncertain. Those who 
are in the survival mode cannot afford to spend time and 
energy to care about others. Those survivors are often 
totally preoccupied by their struggles to save themselves 
from drowning. NYC is a city of immigrants who are 
constantly challenged to survive in the harsh reality in 
this new world. Sometimes we feel like we cannot afford 
to spend our own resources such as time, energy, and 
money to help out others, unfortunately. When we are 
often in the survival mode, we are losing our hearts. 
When we lose our heart, we lose compassion for others. 
We tend to be more frustrated and resentful. ◆

Sometimes, I recognize myself walking on Seventh 
Avenue like a mad man. I try to walk through among 
tourists and people on street. Someone asks, “Spare me 
change.” I shake my head and say “Sorry” and walked 
away. I wonder if I knew this person by name, would I 
respond as I did? In that moment, I could not tell why I 
was not happy for something I didn't know, but I knew I 
was not happy. Unhappy about something I did not know. 
I was losing heart. In that moment, God told me to stop 
and turn to face the light. In other words, God reminded 
me repentance, our daily commitment for our Christian 
faith. ◆Jesus asks us a couple of rhetorical questions.  
“Will God not grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to 
him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them?” 
We know God is not the unjust judge, but the loving, 
caring, gracious judge. In fact, this scripture is not about 
who God is, but what and how we ought to pray. Widows 
and orphans have a special place in the heart of Christians 
as the scriptures such as 1Timothy 5:3, and James 1:27 
say. Justice is the heart of Christian faith after all. We 

““TTooggeetthheerr,,  tthhee  BBooddyy  ooff  CChhrriisstt;;  
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JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the greater 
New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith in Christ 
and growing together in Christian discipleship through worship, 
fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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straighten up our lives according to the Christian 
principles, say “Do Good”, “Do No Harm”, and “Stay in 
Love with God” in order to help others. We love our Lord 
wholeheartedly, whole-mindedly, whole-spiritedly, with 
our whole strength, and offer our hands to those in need. 
Do not lose heart, as Jesus says. Some place justice at the 
opposite end of the Christian faith spectrum as if we have 
to make a choice; faith or justice. As if faith matters were 
spiritual, while justice matters were secular. The truth is 
justice is not an intellectual item in the secular world, but 
an essential part of Christian faith. We pray to God to fix 
and straighten up things in our lives. Let us think twice 
before we pray: why we want to pray those things. When 
we are so desperate because we have nothing, absolutely 
nothing but praying, prayer is the only rope that we can 
hold on in order to avoid drowning. It is almost like free 
fall. We are falling to seemingly the eternal darkness. We 
try to grab anything given to us. In that case, we pray like 
there is nothing else left we can do. ◆The Old Testament 
tells many stories of our human tendency. When we don’t 
see a crisis, we pay less attention to God’s presence. Then, 
when a crisis comes, we realize that we need God to save 
us. We pray to God for the crisis to be gone. And when 
God heard our prayer and did God’s work, we begin to 
underestimate our needs of the divine. Then another crisis 
comes. This cycle goes on and on. Sometimes we don’t 
see the solution we asked God to give. At first, I thought 
God did not answer my prayer, even though I had prayed 
so intensely and so steadfastly. Some might think my 
prayer was not good enough. I was discouraged. Then, 
something good, even better than I had hoped, something 
great happened. I realized what I prayed was not Thy 
Will, God’s Will, but my will, my hope, or simply my 
desire. God does provide us something greater than what 
we even imagined according to Thy Will. ◆ All we need 
is to pray, pray, and pray. Pray wholeheartedly, pray 
perseveringly, and pray with all your hope without giving 
it up. Just trust God, pray, pray, and pray. The greatest 
thing is yet to come. The kingdom of God is yet to come. 

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇ 

■Scripture Verses The Scripture verses for November 
Sunday services are: Nov. 6 -Luke 20:27-38; Nov. 13 –
Luke 21:5-19; Nov. 20 –Luke 23:33-43; Nov. 27 –

Matthew 24:36-44; Dec. 4 –Matthew 3:1-12 (Subject to 
change). Website: www.lectionarypage.net.  
■ Stewardship Month At JAUC, November is 
“Stewardship Month,” the season to meditate on the gifts 
which we have received from God and to consider how 
we should use them to glorify our Lord. This year, based 
on 2 Thessalonians 2:13, we will focus our hearts on 
God’s love and grace so that we can celebrate 
Thanksgiving Sunday as an expression of our sincere 
gratitude to God. During this month, church members 
will give their testimonies during Sunday worship service 
(Nov. 6: Ms. Rika Marubashi Downs, 13th: TBA, 20th: Mr. 
Takumi Fukunaga, 27th: TBA). On Nov. 27, pledge cards 
will be distributed. Please fill them, considering how you 
can serve God during the year 2017. ◆Thanksgiving 
Dinner Our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on 
Thanksgiving Sunday, Nov. 20. We need helpers who can 
help cooking, serving, and cleaning. Please sign-up! 
 ■ Film Screening  There will be a screening of 
“Okinawa: The Afterburn (Urizun no Ame)” (2016, 
Director: John Junkerman, 121 min.) at JAUC on 
Saturday, Nov. 5, from 1:30PM. This is a documentary 
film about the painful history of postwar Okinawa, an 
island where the people had to live side-by-side with US 
military bases. Director Junkerman himself will attend the 
screening. Please join!             
■Small Group Mr. Sora Enomoto started a new small 
group “Ministry of Discernment” in September. The 
purpose of this weekly meeting is to listen to “the light 
murmuring sound of the Lord” (1 Kings 19:12) through 
Bible reading, 30-minute silent meditation, and sharing. 
The study is held on the 3rd floor of JAUC every 
Wednesday (Matthew) and Thursday (Genesis).     
■P-Forum P-Forum is a support group for parents with 
children, gathering at JAUC every 3rd Sunday of month.  
We intend to help rear the children “entrusted” to us by 
God “as a village,” learning from the wisdom of the 
Scripture and the experiences of other parents and sharing 
each other’s joy and worry. On October 16, we had a 
meeting during lunchtime.   
■Disability Awareness Sunday (Written by Ms. Gerri 
Yoshida) October 9th was Disability Awareness Sunday 
at JAUC. We lifted up disability concerns in the 
Communal Prayer during the worship service. The 
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afternoon program featured three speakers. Xian Horn is 
a half Asian woman with cerebral palsy who shared her 
joyful testimony of how God’s love changed her life and 
enables her to pray with and for everyone she meets. 
Mayu Takezawa is a psychotherapist working with 
children and adults with mental health issues at a 
community health center in Brooklyn. She gave an 
overview of how mental illness impacts an individual, 
their families and how we can be supportive by listening 
and by being a friend. Mana Hashimoto, a blind 
choreographer and dancer, told how she lost her sight as 
an adult and the challenges she faces as a visually 
impaired person. We are grateful to all three women who 
gave us a good overview of different physical and mental 
disabilities.  
■Praise Workshop Dr. Yukiko Ishida, director of the 
Newmann University Concert Chorale, came to JAUC to 
conduct a praise workshop on Sunday, Oct. 23, in the 
afternoon. 13 members of the Chorale also came, and 
together with 19 participants, they practiced the song 
“The New Commandment.” According to one JAUC 
choir member, “it was such a refreshing experience to 
sing with powerful male voices, as currently our choir 
does not have many male singers.”     
■Language Courses During the Sunday lunch hour, an 
English program for Japanese speakers, conducted by Ms. 
Antoinette Jones of John Jay College, is being held in the 
JAUC Social Hall. Mr. Sora Enomoto is also leading a 
Japanese language course during this time.  
■Fujinkai During the Fujinkai meeting on Oct. 16, Ms. 
Sayoko Yoshida shared her memory of the past Fujinkai. 
From Ms. Yoshida’s Story It was twelve years ago that 
our great sister Ms. Isako Otani passed away. She was 98. 
There were many sisters whose memories are still vivid 
in my heart. Ms. Otani, Ms. Mitsue Koizumi, Ms. 
Tamano Makita, and Ms. Asae Konakawa not only 
attended our Sunday service but also helped issue the 
church’s newsletters. At that time, we sent church 
newsletters twice a month. Sending out the newsletters 
was a work which needed many helpers as the letters are 
folded by hand, stamped, labeled, and categorized by 
addresses. Ms. Otani came to help with two or three 
people. Usually we started around 10AM and finished at 
noon. Ms. Otani used to go to the kitchen and prepared 

delicious miso soup and rice for us. Like other women 
born during the Meiji era, Ms. Otani was well-disciplined, 
kind, polite, who knew how to speak. She had been in 
JAUC for 73 years, being a good influence to the people 
around her. It was a blessing to have such a person as this 
model figure.     

◇Church Members & Friends◇       
Marriage!!! In September 2015, our brother Mr. 
Nobuyuki Nakahara married Ms. Eriko Ojima, from 
Yokohama. Congratulations!!!         

◇Local Church Network◇       
■Concert A “live-painting concert” of Ms. Linda Iko 
Suzuki (pianist) and Mr. Isaku Fujiki (artist) will be held 
at JAUC on Nov. 5, from 7PM. Mr. Fujiki will paint, 
receiving inspiration from Ms. Suzuki’s piano music. Ms. 
Ayako Kojima (flute) will also join as a guest musician. 
The suggested donation is $10.      
■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry 
to Japanese; Coordinator: Ms. Imado) is holding a 
Japanese worship service at the Presbyterian Church in 
Leonia NJ (181 Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 3rd 
Sunday, 3pm. If you have any Japanese friends living in 
Fort Lee area, please recommend the service to them! 

◇Prayer Requests◇ 
Please remember the following people in your prayers: 
Victims of the mass killing of the physically and mentally 
challenged people at Sagamihara, Japan; victims of the 
senseless attacks in Nice, Orlando, Istanbul, and other 
places; those affected by the earthquakes in Kumamoto, 
Japan, Italy, and Ecuador; victims of terrorist attacks; 
Refugees in Syria, Iraq, and Libya; those suffering from 
the aftereffects of Hurricane Matthew, Hurricane Sandy, 
and the East Japan Earthquake; June Goldberg, Michiko 
Gorman, Fujio Saito, Teruo Inoue, Young Kim, George 
Mukai, Masaari Naito (Tuckahoe Church; suffered from a 
stroke); Ai Oguchi (Westminster Japanese Church, 
Atlanta), Nanako Oguri; Umeko Takeshige’s mother, 
Yuriko Tomita, Akira Yamazaki (Ms. Horiuchi’s brother), 
Kentaro Yoshida, John Yoshinaga.  
 
Newsletter Team: Ken & Noriko Kurihara, Junko 
Noguchi, Momoko Enomoto  


