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◇Testimony◇      
A couple months ago when Fred Tsutagawa lifted up a 
communal prayer regarding his yet-to-be Christian family, I 
immediately felt that this would be a new beginning for the 
congregation to begin the conversation on this issue that is 
common among the members who come from Japan, where the 
Christian population has been less than 1%. Some have shared, 
in pastoral meetings the challenges, struggles, and even 
agonies with their families’ different faith traditions. At about 
the same time, a long-time communal member passed away 
unexpectedly. She left us while remaining unbaptized. When I 
had a few separate conversations with her regarding her faith 
before her health declined, she believed that she was “unable” 
to be baptized due to her duty to protect her family gravesite in 
Japan where her parents rest. I asked Fred to share his 
testimony on this issue with us, which he did during a Sunday 
worship Service last month.                                                                       
(P.K.T.)    
 
Testimony by Fred Tsutagawa 

With the death of our beloved sister last month, the issue of 
how to be good Christian witnesses to our unsaved family 
members came up. Today, I would like to briefly share with 
you the key scriptures that I follow on how to witness to 
unsaved family and friends. First, I need to say, however, that I 
do not believe I am very good at sharing my faith with my 
family yet. I am still learning how to do this well, so this is 
definitely a work in progress!  

1. I think it is most important to let our actions, not words, do 
the talking. 

James 1:22-25—But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer of the 
word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 
natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his 
way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 

But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer 
of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

James 2:26—For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also. 

Most importantly, our actions should look like what is written 
in Galatians 5:22-23: 

Galatians 5:22-23—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law.  

I would add that, if our actions do not look like this at all, then 
we are hypocrites and shouldn’t be talking at all to anyone 
about Christ! Sadly, we would be doing more harm than good, 
and I am afraid this actually happens more often than it should. 

2. Limit how much we actually say about our faith and 
don’t argue, because our words can sometimes do more 
harm than good. 

James 3:5-10—Even so the tongue is a little member, and 
boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire 
kindleth! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so it is 
the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, 
and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of 
hell. For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, 
and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of 
mankind: But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, 
full of deadly poison. Therewith bless we God, even the Father; 
and therewith curse we men, which are made after the 
similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing 
and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.  

3. But when we do have the opportunity to share the gospel, 
do so with a lot of humility and wisdom. 

James 3:13-14—Who is a wise man and endued with 
knowledge among you? Let him show out of a good 
conversation his works in meekness of wisdom. But if you have 
bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 
against the truth. 

4. Most importantly, however, pray for them!  

To close, I think as Christians we should let our actions of love, 
patience, gentleness, joy, and goodness do most of the talking. 
By building up good will with our friends and family, we put 
ourselves in a position to be able to share the gospel of Jesus 
Christ much more effectively. I think I have built up a lot of 
good will with my family, but admit that I probably don’t talk 
about Jesus enough! So my next step would be to look more 

“Together, the Body of Christ; 
               Individually, Its Parts”    I Corinthians 12:27 
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actively for opportunities to share the gospel with my parents. 
With that, thank you for your time and for listening, and I hope 
this was helpful for you all.	  

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇  

■ Sunday Service Scripture Verse  

The Scripture verses for September Sunday services are:  
October 1st - Exodus 17:1-7.  
October 8th - Disability Awareness Sunday – Matthew 9:9-13. 
October 15h – Philippians 4:1-9 
October 22nd - Exodus 33:12-23 
October 29th – 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8. 

Pastor Takahashi includes the lectionary readings from the Old 
Testament, Psalms, the Epistles and the Gospels during the 
services. To read these verses, please visit the website www. 
lectionarypage.net.  
 
■ The Fifth Sunday Praise Time: “Give Thanks” will be 
held on Sunday, October 29th at 1:30pm, featuring the JAUC 
Praise Team and Fred Tsutagawa’s testimony on a related 
subject that he shared in this newsletter. Please come join to 
praise the Lord.  

■ Alpha Basic Christianity Course 1st and 3rd Sunday 
afternoons. Watch a video, have a small discussion time, 
fellowship over snacks. Please join us after lunch on the 2nd 
floor mezzanine. 

■ Breakfast Fellowship & Prayer Time meets on 2nd and 4th 
Sunday mornings at 9-9:30am followed by Sunday Morning 
Prayer Time at 9:30-10am in the social hall. Please contact 
Rika Marubashi for questions. 

■ Disability Awareness Sunday is being prepared for October 8th. 
Mana Hashimoto, the JAUC Disability Awareness Ministry Advocate, 
is working with both denominational networks of the RCA and UMC 
to raise awareness and improve inclusion for people with disabilities. 
This time, we will be highlighting the work of caregivers to learn how 
to assist those with disabilities and to learn about self-care for caregivers. 
Our guest speakers are Dr. Satoko Kanahara MD,  and Ms. Ikuko Aiba 

� Building Maintenance�  

■ The Church gratefully accepts donations from church 
members and friends to help cover the extraordinary building 
maintenance costs. Checks to “Japanese American United 
Church” (Please note: no abbreviation will be honored by 
banks.) may be designated for "Building and Maintenance;" 
and online donations can be made at www.jauc.org. 

� Discovery Camp�        

It has been 40 years since Discovery Camp started in 1977. 40th 
Anniversary celebration gatherings were held at Tokyo Ginza 

Church on August 19th and in Osaka Nishinomiya on the 20th, 
respectively. Another celebration gathering will be held at 
JAUC on Saturday, October 7th, at 4pm. We gratefully accept 
donations. Please make checks payable to：Japanese American 
United Church, with the memo: Camp. 

◇Chur c h Me mbe r s  & Fr i e nds◇       

Rev. Kazuhiko and Miki Honyashiki have two new additions 
to their family! Miki gave birth to twin girls on October 5th! 
Though it was a difficult delivery, mom and babies are doing 
well. Congratulations!  

◇Local Church Network◇       

■ JCFN/VIP monthly meeting will be on Monday, October 
16th, at 7:15pm in the JAUC social hall.  The guest speaker is 
Rev. Yoshimitsu Hasegawa, Advisor of the Miura Ayako Book 
Reading Group in Tokyo. The program will be in Japanese. All 
are welcome.   

■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry to the 
Japanese; Coordinator: Chizuko Imado) is holding a Japanese 
worship service at the Presbyterian Church in Leonia, NJ (181 
Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 3rd Sunday, at 3pm. If you 
have any Japanese friends living in the Fort Lee area, please 
recommend the service to them! 

� Prayer Requests�  

In your daily prayers, please remember to pray; 
God’s wisdom and power to end gun violence and to make gun control 
laws more strict, which is long overdue; the Lord’s comfort, healing, 
and provision for the victims of the Hurricanes; the Spirit’s leading for 
those who maintain their own Christian faith 
in families with different faith traditions; 
justice for people with disabilities; 
encouragement and opportunities for the 
unemployed and underemployed; for 
universal healthcare to all; for our friend 
serving in Japanese ministries, for those who 
are in isolation, losing the light, and our 
challenging building issues. Please also pray 
for our sisters, brothers, and friends who are 
struggling with health issues: Junko Clarke, 
Dennis Gurski, Michiko Gorman, Darryl 
Holliday, Grace Huber, Valerie Aiko Igarashi, Teruo Inoue, Eiko Ishii, 
Paul & Hisae Isihara, Joe & Yoshiko Kasuga, Young Kim, Kenneth 
Kubo, Kerry Kubo, Hiroshi & Yoshiko Kurihara, Kayra Teneoglu, 
Jessica & Gunay and the Motai family, George Mukai, Nanako Oguri, 
the Shimojima family, Rev. Dr. Yugo Suzuki, Kiyotoshi Takahashi, 
John & Lucienne Yoshinaga. 
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