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◇Pastor Takahashi’s Message◇     

"Fear or Faith”     Matthew 14:22-33 

Fear has been the strongest force to dominate human behavior 
in both historical and biblical senses. In fact, the most 
frequently told message in the bible is “Don’t be afraid.” God, 
Christ, and the angels told this to us over and over again. Peter, 
the upcoming new leader of Jesus’ disciples, immediately 
wanted to follow the Lord’s footsteps on the water by asking 
Jesus, “Command me to come to you on the water.” Jesus said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the 
water, and came toward Jesus. “But when he noticed the strong 
wind, he became frightened, and began to sink.” Peter saw fear 
instead of faith, and started to sink like a rock. As he cried out, 
“Lord, save me!”  Jesus immediately reached out for Peter’s 
hand and said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. In the early 20th 
century, the Japanese political leadership was afraid that the 
nation might lose in the colonization competition with the 
western nations. To remedy this, Japan aggressively invaded 
their neighboring nations in the event that became known as 
WWII. In our time, as the US demography shifts, the majority 
is turning into a minority. Despite the diversity that makes this 
nation great, the demographic change stirs up the fear of losing 
one’s dominance. That fear then turns into the aggression that 
White supremacists demonstrated in Charlottesville, VA. In 
Cypress Hills Cemetery, the grave sites of Asian communities 
were vandalized, though the JAUC gravestone was untouched, 
thank to God’s protection. In NYC, the number of hate crimes 
continue to rise. God has created us uniquely, therefore 
everyone is naturally different from one another. Unfortunately, 
some cannot accept these differences because they 
misunderstand God’s love as a zero-sum economy: the sum of 
the gains is equal to the sum of the losses. However, divine 
love is unlimitedly abundant and available for all.  God’s love 
is the opposite of fear, and different from our mere preferences 
of likes or dislikes, adore or abhor. We can reflect fear by using 
a mirror image of love, which is defined in 1 Corinthians 
13.  “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or 
boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; 

it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, 
but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.” When our human 
shortcomings such as pride, ego, and greed are threatened, fear 
kicks in while trying to maintain our comfort zones. We 
become inpatient, unkind, envious, boastful, arrogant, rude, or 
intolerant. When we are fearful, we stubbornly insist on our 
own way or the highway. If our way is not taken, we become 
irritated and resentful. When Peter saw fear instead of faith, he 
began to sink. Some give up to love because it is a monumental 
task. “Oh, no. Though I know God is Love, I’m not God. So, 
that kind of love belongs to God, not to me. I just ask God for 
mercy and forgiveness.” We must remember what the greatest 
commandments are, those which we received from Christ. 
Love the Lord, your God, with everything you have: all of your 
mind, heart, soul, and strength, as well as to love your neighbor 
as you do yourself. We must remember that we ought to share 
God’s love that we are given, even though noone deserves it. 
We must remember that it is why Jesus gave his life up for 
each one of us. Love is the cross that we must carry. “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) Our fear 
will be defeated by our faith through Jesus Christ. In Romans 
10:11, the Apostle Paul quoted Isaiah, saying, “All who have 
faith in him won’t be put to shame.” Also, James 4:7-8 says, 
“Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil, and he will run 
away from you. Come near to God, and he will come near to 
you.” We must choose faith, not fear. When we hear the 
whisper of the devil, of fear, let us take courage to call out 
Jesus’ name, “Lord, save me!”  “All who call on the Lord’s 
name will be saved.” as Romans 10:13 promises. Jesus will 
give us his gracious hand to pull us out of the troubled water. 
The water and wind will be calmed. There will be peace in 
Christ. 

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇ 

■ Sunday Service Scripture Verse  

The Scripture verses for September Sunday services are:  

September 3rd – Matthew 16:21-28.  
Sept. 10th – Matthew 18:15-20. 
Sept. 17th – Romans 14:1-12. 
Sept. 24th – Philippians 1:21-30.  
Pastor Takahashi includes the lectionary readings from the Old 
Testament, Psalms, the Epistles and the Gospels during the 
services. To read these verses, please visit the website www. 
lectionarypage.net.  

“Together, the Body of Christ; 
               Individually, Its Parts”    I Corinthians 12:27 

JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the greater 
New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith in Christ 
and growing together in Christian discipleship through worship, 
fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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■ Church School and Youth Fellowship will kick off a new 
school year of 2017-2018 on Sunday, Sept.10th at 10:30am. 
Please invite your friends and neighbors.  

■ Testimony will be shared by Fred Tsutagawa on Sept. 17 
Sunday worship service regarding Christian faith within a non-
Christian family, which is a common challenge for many.  

■ Alpha Basic Christianity Course 1st and 3rd Sunday 
afternoons. Watch a video, discussion, fellowship over snacks. 
Please join us after lunch on the 2nd floor mezzanine. 

■ Bagel Fellowship will start on 2nd and 4th Sunday mornings 
at 9-9:30am followed by Sunday Morning Prayer Time at 9:30-
10am in the social hall. Please contact Rika Marubashi with 
any questions. 

■ Disability Awareness Sunday is being prepared for October 
8th. Mana Hashimoto, our D.A. Ministry Advocate is working 
with both denominational networks of the RCA and UMC to 
raise awareness and improve inclusion for people with 
disabilities. This time, we will be highlighting caregivers’ work 
to learn how to assist those with disabilities and self-care of 
caregivers.  

■ Youth Fellowship Hiking took place on August 19th. 6 
youths climbed up the steep slope of Bear Mountain with two 
teachers, Dean Kusakabe and Sheila Bennett. Despite the hot 
weather, all enjoyed climbing and a lunch picnic at the peak. 
Though the youth usually enjoy spending time indoors with 
electronic devices more than being in the outdoors, they said 
that they would like to do it again, thanks to the teachers’ work 
and their moms’ scrumptious lunch! Future trips and meetings 
outside of the church classroom will be planned again. Pease 
give the fellowship your support and encouragement for their 
spiritual growth. 

 
◇Building Maintenance◇ 

■ During the early morning of August 22nd, massive water was 
released from the fire hydrant in front of the church building. 
Though we were concerned about flooding again in the 
basement, there was no flood, which showed the new sidewalk 
pavement sealed perfectly. Now the new roofing work will 
begin as the weather cools down.  

■ After the congregation purchased the current building on 
Seventh Avenue in 1965, several members created a 
professional committee bringing their specialized knowledge 

and experience of architecture, engineering, constructing, or 
finance into the building project, which made a new church 
building possible to renovate within the limited budget. Please 
consider to offer your talents and gifts to our building 
committee, chaired by Rika Marubashi.  

■ The Board gratefully accepts donations to help cover these 
extraordinary costs. Checks to “Japanese American United 
Church” (Please note: no abbreviation will be honored by 
banks.) may be designated for "Building and Maintenance;" 
and online donations are accepted at www.jauc.org. 

◇Discovery Camp◇       

Discovery Camp 2017 took place from July 23rd to August 4th 
on Shelter Island, LI. The 26 campers and 7 counselors shared 
the blessed two weeks, thank to God’s protection and guidance. 
The theme was “Establishing Friendship thru Global Bonds”.  
The total number 
of the Japanese 
students who 
attended the last 
three years from 
Tohoku, 
northeast Japan, 
where the 2011 
earthquake and tsunami hit, has reached 23. We express our  
wholehearted thanks to everyone who has supported and 
helped with this camp, including the volunteers who visited to 
cook curry rice lunch on Saturday on Shelter Island and helped 
the prep and cleaning at the farewell party at the church. It has 
been 40 years since Discovery Camp started in 1977. The 40 
Year Anniversary Celebration gatherings were held at Tokyo 
Ginza Church on August 19th and in Osaka Nishinomiya on 
20th , respectively. Another celebration gathering will be held 
at JAUC on Saturday, October 7th at 4pm. Please come join us 
to celebrate the 40th birthday of Discovery Camp. We 
gratefully accept your donation. Please make checks payable 
to：Japanese American United Church, Memo: Camp. 
 

◇Church Members & Friends◇ 

† Fujio Saito passed away peacefully to be with the Lord on 
July 25th at his home of Isabella Home 
at the age of 96. He was a lifetime 
member of the church who served 
faithfully in many roles, including the 
board member during the crucial 
period of time when the church was 
trying to acquire a church building in 
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the 1960’s. With his professional expertise of engineering, he 
helped to transform the property on 255 Seventh Avenue into 
our current church building, with limited budget. “How’s the 
church?”, was his first question always when we visited him in 
Isabella. His memorial at Isabella was held on August 1st. Rev. 
John Redic of Isabella Home and Pastor Takahashi co-
ministered the service. On September 10th at 2pm, we will have 
a memorial service for him at JAUC, to remember our beloved 
brother Fujio, celebrate his life, and give thanks to God for His 
gift. If you wish to make special donation in memory of Fujio, 
please make checks payable to “Japanese American United 
Church” (No abbreviation please.) and in memo, “Fujio Saito 
Memorial.” 

† Rev. Thomas C. Danney passed away on August 5th at the 
age of 63. Pastor Tom attended 
our annual meeting for the last 
two years, offering the opening 
prayers. “What’s the news?” He 
began his greeting with his 
signature remark, as always. His 
memorial was held on August 13th 
at the Reformed Church of 
Tarrytown. On behalf of JAUC, 
Pastor Takahashi and Anny Hsu-
Takahashi attended it with the 
sanctuary full of mourners.  

 † Katsuko Nakasone Bolster passed away on August 8th in  
her Forest Hills home, accompanied by Susan, her daughter. 
She was gentle and kind to everyone and will be missed greatly. 
Fujinkai, the Japanese women’s group, spent time to remember 
her in their monthly meeting on August 20th, and Japanese 
American Association of NY will have a gathering on 
September 2nd as well. May peace and comfort be with her 
family. 

† Rev. Takemi Sasamori , former pastor of JAUC in the 
1960’s and Tokyo Komaba Eden Church, passed away in 
Tokyo at the age of 84. His obituary can be found at 
<http://www.christiantoday.co.jp/articles/24302/20170817/sasa
mori-takemi.htm>. May the mercy and grace of the Lord be 
with his family.  

◇Local Church Network◇      

■ JCFN/VIP monthly meeting will be on Monday, September 
18th at 7:15pm in the JAUC social hall. This will be a free 
concert of Harumi Katagiri, gospel singer. All are welcome.   

■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry to the 
Japanese; Coordinator: Chizuko Imado) is holding a Japanese 
worship service at the Presbyterian Church in Leonia, NJ (181 
Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 3rd Sunday, at 3pm. If you 
have any Japanese friends living in the Fort Lee area, please 
recommend the service to them! 

◇Prayer Requests◇ 

In your daily prayers, please remember to pray for; 
God’s wisdom and power to bless the diversity of all His 
children; the Lord’s comfort, healing, and provision for the 
victims of the floods and landslides in Sierra Leone, India, 
Nepal, Bangladesh, and Hurricane Harvey; the Spirit’s leading 
for those who maintain their own Christian faith in their 
families with different faith traditions; justice for people with 
disabilities; encouragement and 
opportunities for the unemployed and 
underemployed; for universal 
healthcare to all; for our friends in 
Japanese ministries, for those who are 
in isolation, losing the light, and our 
challenging building issues. Please 
also pray for our sisters, brothers, and 
friends who are struggling with health 
issues: Junko Clarke, Dennis Gurski, 
Michiko Gorman, Darryl Holliday, 
Grace Huber, Valerie Aiko Igarashi, 
Teruo Inoue, Eiko Ishii, Paul & Hisae 
Isihara, Joe & Yoshiko Kasuga, 
Young Kim, Kenneth Kubo, 
Kerry Kubo, Hiroshi & Yoshiko 
Kurihara, Kayra Teneoglu, Jessica & Gunay and the Motai 
family, George Mukai, Nanako Oguri, the Shimojima 
family, Rev. Dr. Yugo Suzuki, Kiyotoshi Takahashi, John & 
Lucienne Yoshinaga. 
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