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◇Pastor Takahashi’s Message◇ 

:"Why God Answers Our Prayers" Luke 11 Prayer is 
the foundation of our faith life. We pray in the morning, 
before meals, and before going to bed. We pray whenever 
we are called to pray. If you don’t, that’s OK. God is 
gracious and forgiving. But at least we pray when we are 
in need of God’s help. When we realize that we have no 
control over a challenge we face, and are unable to solve 
the issues by our own hands, we ask for God’s help. 
Sometimes, prayers come as easy as breathing. Other 
times, we just don’t know what to say in our prayers. 
Especially when anger, sadness, profound loss, anxiety, 
hatred, or rage overwhelms us. We become speechless. 
So we sometimes pray silently. These days, we encounter 
one of those situations more than ever. In the midst of 
uncontrollable emotions, un-reconciled racial tension is 
rising in our nation, followed by a series of violent acts 
that have happened in minority communities and to law 
enforcement officers. When we cannot find the words to 
articulate how we feel and what we need, we just pray, 
“Please help us, God.” ◆Lifting prayers takes practice, 
training, and experience just like anything else. In the 
beginning of Luke 11, the disciples asked Jesus to teach 
them how to pray, because they didn’t have a clue how 
they should pray. Jesus then taught them a prayer that we 
lift up during our Sunday worship Service in two 
languages: The Lord’s Prayer. Then, Jesus told his 
disciples, “Imagine, your friend is visiting you from out 
of town, but you have nothing to serve him. So, you go to 
another friend’s place to borrow three loaves of bread. 
But the neighbor friend said, ‘Hey, you came too late. 
The door is already locked; the kids and I are already in 
bed. I can’t come to the door. So, go away.’ ◆But if you 
keep asking the neighbor friend persistently, he will get 

up and he will give you what you need. “ And Jesus went 
on telling the famous saying, “Ask, and it will be given 
you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will 
be opened for you. “Why does God answer our prayers? 
Or have you wondered why God doesn’t seem to be 
answering your prayer? Even though we asked God for 
something, nothing seems to be happening. Why? 
 Tracy M. Sumner listed 12 conditions for answered 
prayer in her book “Prayer Vitals”, which can be 
summarized as (1) Seek, (2) Have patience, (3) Reflect on 
your actions, (4) Ask God to show what God’s will is, so 
we will ask in Jesus’ name, (5) Obedience and humility, 
(6) Live in Christ ◆Luke 11: 8 give us the much shorter  
version of our check list.“at least because of his 
persistence he will get up and give him whatever he 
needs. ”Persistence, and Needs. We pray for our needs, 
not what we want, but we pray for what God wants us to 
do. We pray for our needs based on God’s will. 
Therefore, prayers like, “God, please make me rich. Grant 
me ten billion dollars,” are not going to work. That’s just 
about a personal desire. Or other prayers like, “Please 
punish him. I hate that guy,” do not work either. We 
cannot ask God to harm others based on your personal 
preference. In contrast, we should pray others’ blessings, 
even for enemies. And then, sometimes we hear sarcastic 
prayers like “I pray for you!” That’s not going to work 
either, because it is not a sincere prayer from our 
hearts.◆ The needs that we pray for are the needs for 
God’s Holy People, people who live the holy life. 
According to John Calvin, the center pillar of the 
theological foundation for Reformed Church tradition, we 
are called to live a Life of Righteousness and Piety. We 
pray for good, God pleasing, and the perfect plan of God. 
We pray for it persistently. We shouldn’t give up; keep 
asking for God’s help perseveringly. When I said a Life 
of Righteousness and Piety, some of us, or perhaps most 
of us, including myself, feel “God requires us a pretty 
high standard! I’m not sure if my prayer qualifies God’s 
answer.” Don’t you worry. Here is good news. God is 
gracious. God is full of Grace. Grace is an unconditional 
gift that God gave us. No strings attached. None of us 
deserves it, but God gave it to us us anyway, simply 
because Jesus died on the cross for us. Jesus paid in full, 
already, our debts, our shortcomings, our sinfulness. Because 

““TTooggeetthheerr,,  tthhee  BBooddyy  ooff  CChhrriisstt;;  
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JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the greater 
New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith in Christ 
and growing together in Christian discipleship through worship, 
fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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of the crucifixion of Jesus, the redeemer, we are forgiven 
and saved. Jeremiah 29:11-14 prophesized, For surely I 
know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for 
your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 
hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to 
me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will 
find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you 
find me, says the LORD. When the needs and wishes come 
in our life, go pray with your heart, mind, soul, and all 
your strength. Pray with conviction perseveringly. God 
w i l l  a n s w e r  yo u r  p r a ye r .  G r a c e  a n d  p ea c e . 

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇ 

■Scripture Verses The Scripture verses for September 
Sunday services are: Sept. 4 -Luke 14:25-33; Sept. 11 –
Luke 15:1-10; Sept. 18 –Luke 16:1-13; Sept. 25 –Luke 
16:19-31; Oct. 2 –Luke 17:5-10 (Can be changed). You 
can read other Bible verses for Sundays in the website: 
www.lectionarypage.net.  
■Music Director JAUC is looking for a music director to 
provide music for Sunday worship services and to direct 
the choir. Resumes and cover letters should be sent to 
Pastor Takahashi at pastorkaz10001@gmail.com by the 
Sept. 15 deadline. The complete job description is posted 
o n  t h e  J A U C  w e b s i t e :  w w w . j a u c . o r g . 
■Ministerial Intern The Board of Directors has hired 
Sora Enomoto as a ministerial intern from July 2016 to 
June 2017. Sora is a graduate of Union Theological 
Seminary with a Masters in Theology. He will be assisting 
the Sunday School and Youth Fellowship, as well as 
starting a Bible meditation small group. He will be under 
the supervision of Pastor Kaz. Sora and his wife, 
Momoko, will be living in the fourth floor apartment. 
■Sunday School The JAUC Sunday School has been in 
summer recess since late June. The Fall semester will 
start on the 2nd Sunday of September. We are looking 
for w ar d  to  s ee ing  the  faces  of  ou r  S choo l’ s  
children! 
■ September Event Schedule -Vocal Praise Workshop 
Sunday 9/11 1:30 pm, in the Sanctuary, Yukiko Ishida, 
Associate Professor of Music at Neumann University, 
Artistic Director of the Neumann University Concert 
Chorale, and Minister of Music at Union United Methodist 

Church in Havertown, PA. will lead her second vocal 
workshop. Everyone is invited to discover the joy of  
singing and praising the Lord (bilingual program). 
■ Remembering Rev. Joshua Shimomura Sunday, 9/18, 
1:30 pm, in the Sanctuary, JAUC community celebrates  
the life of Shimomura-sensei who served in our Sunday  
School to nurture many leaders and the communion  
service for a long time. 
■Summer Bible Study “Vanity of Vanities” the lessons  
from the Book of Ecclesiastes. A group of seven spent  

Sunday afternoon on 7/14 to reflect on the insightful  
lessons by the Preacher, and found God's validation of  
our daily struggles and reaffirmation of  His presence  
and guidance. 
■Visitor 8/21, Kelly Shinozawa (Manga ministry), our 
community member in Japan, visited JAUC and gave a  
wonderful testimony. She is using her artistic gifts to 
glorify God and spread God’s gospel message throughout 
the world by creating Christian Manga, based on Bible 
stories. We are amazed at how God turned the tragic 
death of her infant son into a story of God’s Grace and 
Mercy, in the midst of sorrow and suffering. She was 
saying that she got so emotional because she felt she had 
come back home. We reaffirmed that JAUC is her NY 
home and will welcome her anytime she is back. We 
purchased her newly published 4 books; Genesis Ⅰ＆Ⅱ 
(English version & Japanese ones) for the JAUC Library. 
■Language Courses During the Sunday lunch hour, an 
English program for Japanese speakers, conducted by Ms. 
Antoinette Jones of John Jay College, is being held in the 
JAUC Social Hall. Mr. Sora Enomoto is also leading a 
J ap a n es e  l a ng u ag e  c o u r s e  d u r in g  t h i s  t im e . 
■Haruyama Scholarship Recipients JAUC’s Justin 
Haruyama Scholarship is a scholarship designated for 
Japanese seminarians who intend to serve in ministry for 
Japanese people. This year, the scholarship is granted to the 
following students: Mr. Brett Kawanami (Talbot School 
of Theolog y) ,  Mr.  Yoshiki Tsukamoto (Fuller 
Theological Seminary), Mr. Kiyoshi Izu (Asbury 
Theological Seminary) and Mr. Tomohiko Nakamura 
(Fuller Theological Seminary). Congratulations! 

◇Discovery Camp 2016◇ 
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The Discovery Camp 2016 
was held at Camp Quinipet 
on Shelter Island from Jul. 
24 to Aug. 5. The theme 
this year is “Establishing 
Friendship through Global 
Bonds.” This year, 19 
children and 8 counselors 
attended the Camp and 
enjoyed crafts, swimming, 
fishing and orienteering. 

Seven of the children came from the Tohoku and the 
Hokkaido regions affected by the 2011 Great East Japan 
Earthquake.  JAUC member Mr. Sora Enomoto and his 
wife Momoko also participated in the program as camp 
counselors, and Mr. Enomoto led the Bible study sessions. 
On July 30, JAUC’s Fujinkai members and volunteers, 
including Mrs. Anny Takahashi, visited the Camp site 
and cooked delicious curry for children. We would like to 
express our gratitude for all those who helped with the 
program with their volunteering, offerings, prayers, etc.  

◇Family Camp 2016◇ 

The 6th East Coast Japanese Church Family Camp will be 
held at Honor’s Haven Resort & Spa in Ellenville, NY, 
from Sep. 3 (Sat) to 5 (Mon). The theme for this year is 
“The Scripture and the World Undergoing Change: 
Discerning the Situations in the Middle East and Europe.” 
Rev. Teiichiro Kuroda of Kitahama International Bible 
Church, who studied and served in Europe for many years, 
will come as the main lecturer. Gospel singer-songwriter 
Mr. Daisuke Yokoyama will join as a musician. The 
programs will be conducted in Japanese, but there will be 
English and Korean translation. About 31 JAUC people 
will attend the event. For details, check the website: 
jgclmi.com/ FC2016.htm.   

◇Church Members and Friends◇ 

Pastor! Ms. Mineko Maruyama, who was baptized at 
JAUC during the tenure of Rev. Yugo Suzuki, became an 
Assistant Pastor of Kashiwa Christ Church of Nihon 
Holiness Kyodan (Kashiwa-shi, Japan) this April. 

Congratulations!! May God bless her service and use her 
as His instrument. 

◇Local Church Network◇ 

■Musical for Peace A new musical “Peace on Your 
Wings,” presented by Hawaii-based performance group 
Ohana Arts, will be staged at the Gerald W. Lynch 
Theater in John Jay College, NYC (524 West 59th St, 
NY10019) on Sept. 9 (7:30PM) and 10 (2PM and 
7:30PM). This musical is based on the story of Sadako 
Sasaki, who died due to the aftereffect of the atomic 
bomb of Hiroshima. Following a Japanese traditional 
belief, she tried to fold one thousand paper cranes, 
praying that she would recover from the illness. This 
tragic story is well-known in Japan as a symbol of our 
prayer for world peace. The price of the ticket is $35 / 
$25. You can purchase it through the website: 
h t tp : / / o ha naa r t s . t i ck e t le ap . co m.  P leas e  jo in ! 
■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry to 
Japanese; Coordinator: Ms. Imado) is holding a Japanese 
worship service at the Presbyterian Church in Leonia NJ 
(181 Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 3rd Sunday at  
3pm. If you have any Japanese friends living in the Fort 
Lee area, please recommend the service to them!  

◇Prayer Requests◇ 

Please remember the following people in your prayers: 
Victims of the mass killing of the physically and mentally 
challenged people at Sagamihara, Japan; victims of the 
senseless attacks in Nice, Orlando, Istanbul, and other 
places; those affected by the earthquakes in Kumamoto, 
Japan, and Ecuador; victims of terrorist attacks; Refugees  
in Syria, Iraq, and Libya; those suffering from the 
aftereffects of Hurricane Sandy and the East Japan 
Earthquake; June Goldberg, Michiko Gorman, Teruo 
Inoue, Eiko Ishii, Joe Kasuga, Young Kim, Hiroshi & 
Yoshiko Kurihara, Kerry Kubo, George Mukai, Masaari 
Naito (Tuckahoe Church; suffered from a stroke); Ai 
Oguchi (Westminster Japanese Church, Atlanta), Nanako 
Oguri; Yuriko Tomita,  Kentaro Yoshida and John  
Yoshinaga. 


