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◇Pastor Takahashi’s Message◇      

"Why God has placed us in this place”  Genesis 28:10-19 

 Jacob traveled between Beersheba and Haran to 
escape his angry brother, Esau, because Jacob manipulated his 
father Isaac to steal the first-born son’s privileges and blessing 
from Esau. Esau was furious, and tried to kill Jacob. Jacob had 
to run for his life. When night came, he needed to rest. He took 
a nearby stone to use as his pillow and lay down. Then Jacob 
had a dream that there was a ladder between earth and heaven, 
and the angels of God were going between the two realms. We 
call this “Jacob’s ladder”.  
 God cares about location, especially in the Old 
Testament. God promised his people a Promised Land to settle, 
establish, raise the generations to come, and prosper. For 
JAUC, a diaspora Christian community in 21st century NYC, 
land ownership has been more than just owning space. In 1948, 
the New York Church and Shudo-kai were merged to create 
the Japanese American United Church of Christ. In 1953, the 
church merged with the Japanese Methodist Church to create 
the Japanese American United Church. While JAUC rented its 
worship space at Grace Methodist Church on 104th street, the 
congregation pursued their dreams to have their own worship 
space. The church sold their beloved church buildings of the 
New York Church and Shudo-kai. The JAUC leadership then 
did extensive research on the church building for a significant 
amount of time, a total of 17 years! The church finally found a 
building for magazine distribution on Seventh Avenue and 
purchased it in 1965. According to the Board of Directors 
meeting minutes, the vast majority of the board members 
opposed the idea to transform the print shop into a church 
building. In fact, the vote was 11 against 1. Only one board 
member supported the idea of transforming the building into 
our current church building. Despite the overwhelming votes of 
the board against the idea, something incredible happened. In 
September of 1970, JAUC started having their worship 
services in the current location, 255 Seventh Avenue. 

 Aside from the building issue, the congregation has 
been through many historical challenges: the Great Depression, 
WWII, the internment /concentration camps, the massive 
Japanese-American exodus from the West to East to avoid the 
encampments, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, another 
exodus of Nisei families from the city to the suburbs, the rise 
and fall of Corporate Japan, 9/11, and a decade-long recession 
that resulted in a massive withdrawal of corporate Japan, 
business people, and their families as they went back to Japan 
since their offices in NY were closed. Despite all of those, the 
community still stands with the grace of God. 
 Why has God placed us here? If JAUC were located in 
some suburb, we would be a different church, a different group 
of people with different physical, emotional, and spiritual 
needs. JAUC has been an urban ministry located in the middle 
of Manhattan, and the city attracts its diverse residents every 
now and then. We are a faith community of Japanese, 
Japanese-American, and American, including all who live here, 
united in the name of Jesus Christ. Like the Lord’s Table, 
people from many different places all sit together, side-by-side, 
to share a meal as a family in Christ. “How awesome is this 
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven.” I would shout as Jacob did. Also as Jacob 
called the place Bethel, which literally means “house of God”, 
JAUC is God’s house for worship and prayer. We often think 
that we are the one who make the choice. However, we do not 
make decisions in a vacuum. There are so many conditions, 
elements, and pieces that need to come together to create a 
situation that requires us to make a choice. Why do these 
things happen to create a certain situation? For example, 
beating the odds of 1 against 11. We don’t know how it 
happened; only God knows. God’s Providence is beyond our 
comprehension. We just accept it and follow the Holy Spirit’s 
lead. God has placed us here in the middle of Manhattan. We 
are given the opportunity to conduct the ministry on behalf of 
the Lord, our God. After all, Opportunity is a nickname for 
Providence.  
 The word “Ladder” is the traditional translation of the 
Hebrew word “slm”. The alternative translation, to which some 
think of as a more appropriate translation, may be “stairway” 
or “ramp”. A ladder usually allows a few persons to go up and 
down. Jacob’s stairway or ramp between earth and heaven may 
be able to have multiple angels go up and down simultaneously. 
With the alternative translations, “stairway” or “ramp”, the 
image of what Jacob dreamed seems to be more dynamic than 
just a single ladder. God is actively working on many things 
simultaneously between earth and heaven. The angels are 
active Spirits sent by God to serve all the phases of providence, 
and the wisdom of God is at the top of the ladder, directing all 

“Together, the Body of Christ; 
               Individually, Its Parts”    I Corinthians 12:27 

JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, 
especially to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in 
the greater New York City area, with the purpose of sharing 
faith in Christ and growing together in Christian discipleship 
through worship, fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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of the motions in his name. The angels are active spirits, 
continuously ascending and descending; not rest during the day 
or the night. They ascend to report what they have done, 
receive orders, and then descend to execute the orders they 
have received. By seeing the angels going up and down, Jacob 
knew that he was under God’s constant guide and guard 
despite the situation caused by his own behavior. Christ is this 
ladder, stairway, or ramp: the access to the heaven. Christ is 
the way: all of God's favors come to us through him, and all 
our services go through him.  
 God lives within us, and we, with Christ. It is by 
Christ: we have no way to get to the kingdom of heaven but by 
this ladder. It is by Christ: we have no way to bring the 
kingdom of God onto earth, but by this ladder. Colossians 1:20 
says, “… through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross.” In the Romans 8:14-17, 
Apostle Paul declares, “For all who are led by the Spirit of 
God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 
glorified with him.” 
Let us continue to walk humbly with Jesus Christ in this place 
we have been placed, so that we will be saved. 
  

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇  

■ Sunday Service Scripture Verse  
The Scripture verses for August Sunday services are:  
August 6th – Matthew 14:13-21 
August 13th – Matthew 14:22-33  
August 20th – Matthew 15:21-28  
August 27th – Matthew 16:13-20 
Pastor Takahashi includes the lectionary readings from the Old 
Testament, Psalms, the Epistles and the Gospels during the 
services. To read these verses, please visit the website www. 
lectionarypage.net.  
 
■ Disability Advocacy   
The Board of Directors has approved the designation of Mana 
Hashimoto as the Disability Advocate to represent the 
congregation in order to participate in our denominational 
works to raise awareness and improve inclusion for people 
with disabilities.  She will continue to lead our disability 

awareness Sunday that is coming in the fall, and participate in 
the RCA and UMC disability advocacy ministry.  

◇Haruyama Scholarship◇  

Congratulations to the 2017 Justin Haruyama Ministerial 
Scholarship winners: Jessica Kawamura - Candler School of 
Theology, Emory University (GA); Colleen Tani - Pacific 
School of Religion (CA), Kenji Kuramitsu - McCormick 
Theological Seminary (IL), Stuart Haruyama - Harvard 
Divinity School (MA), Miyuki Asada - Wheaton Graduate 
School (IL). The donation designated to Haruyama Scholarship 
can be made to “Japanese American United Church” (Please 
note: no abbreviation will be honored by banks.) and in memo, 
“Haruyama scholarship.” 

� Building Maintenance�  

■ The Board of Directors held a Special Congregational 
Meeting on July 16, 2017. 27 church members attended and 
voted unanimously to approve an additional $100,000 to cover 
the cost of repairing the roof as well as to cover normal 
monthly building and maintenance expenses for the rest of 
2017. Sevan, LLC is the contractor who will begin masonry 
work of repointing the back brick wall and replacing the eight 
steel window lintels with waterproofing. Work to replace the 
roofing will begin once the weather cools down in late August 
or early September. Rika Marubashi, Chairperson of Building 
and Maintenance Committee,  presented a slide show 
explaining all the repairs made this year to the sidewalk, new 
front doors, lighting in stairwells, apartment mold testing, 
terrace behind sanctuary, and kitchen and closet ceiling repairs. 
She also showed us the roof and rear wall work that needs to be 
done. Masayo Sonoda, Chairperson of the Finance Committee, 
explained where the funds are coming from to pay for this 
project.	 	 (G. Yoshida) 

■ The Board gratefully accepts donations from church 
members and friends to help cover these extraordinary costs. 
Checks to “Japanese American United Church” (Please note: 
no abbreviation will be honored by banks.) may be designated 
for "Building and Maintenance;" and online donations are 
accepted at www.jauc.org. 

� Discovery Camp�        

Discovery Camp 2017 takes place from July 23rd to August 4th 
on Shelter Island, LI. The theme is “Establishing Friendship 
thru Global Bonds”. 8 Japanese students from Tohoku, 
northeast Japan, where the 2011 earthquake and tsunami hit, 
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are attending. The total number of the camper, counselors, and 
Jr. counselors is 33 including our members: Chizuko Imado, 
Sean Jang (counselor), Hana Jang (Jr. counselor), Daniel Islas, 
and Hannah Islas. Please consider supporting the camp that 
marks the 40th anniversary. Please make out checks to ：
Japanese American United Church, Memo: Camp. 
 

◇Family Camp 2018◇        

Rev. Shinji Seki of Honolulu Christian Church has been named 
as the keynote preacher for the biannual camp for East Coast 
Japanese-speaking churches on Labor Day weekend in 2018. 
 

◇Church Members & Friends◇  

† Sara Haruyama passed away peacefully and gracefully to 
the Lord on June 29th at her home in Oakland, CA surrounded 
by her three children, Andrew, Stephen, Amy, and 
grandchildren. She was an active member of San Francisco 
Bay Area Nichigo (Japanese-speaking) ministries. Her late 
husband Rev. Justin Haruyama 
served at JAUC as pastor in 1970’s 
until his untimely death in 1980. He 
founded SMJ (Special Ministry to 
the Japanese) and Discovery Camp 
bridging two people, Japanese and 
American, in the name of Jesus 
Christ. The celebration of her life 
took place on July 29th at Berkley 
Methodist United Church in CA, 
while a ceremony at Cypress Hill 
Cemetery is being planned later this year. Sara and her family 
have requested to consider, in lieu of flowers, to donate to:	  
Justin Haruyama Ministerial Scholarship Fund. Please make 
out checks to “Japanese American United Church” (No 
abbreviation please.) and in memo, “Haruyama Scholarship.” 

† Dr. Shigeaki Hinohara, M.D. went to heaven peacefully to 
be with the Lord on Tuesday at the age of 105. In 2010, Dr. 
Hinohara gave a talk at JAUC regarding well-balanced 
Christian life with vertical life and lateral life. May the peace 
of Christ be with his family.  

† Fujio Saito has returned to home to be with the Lord on 
July 25th evening at Isabella Home where he had resided for 
years. He was a long time faithful member and board 
chairperson who cared about the congregation. We will miss 
him greatly. His memorial is planned on Tuesday August 1st, 
2pm at Isabella Home library, and also a gathering of 
remembering our beloved brother Fujio and celebrating his life 

is being planned at JAUC in September as well. May Fujio rest 
in the Lord’s gracious hands.   

◇Local Church Network◇        

■ Baby Grand Piano in the 
social hall is a generous gift 
from New York Japanese Church 
in Tuckahoe. We thank our 
sisters and brother of NYJC for 
their generosity, and keep the 
church in our wholehearted 
prayer. Also we appreciate the 
service that Masayo Sonoda and 
Zura Kobakhidze provided to 
make this happen.   

■ JCFN/VIP monthly meeting will be on Monday August 
14th at 7:15pm in the JAUC social hall. The speaker TBA. 

■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry to the 
Japanese; Coordinator: Chizuko Imado) is holding a Japanese 
worship service at the Presbyterian Church in Leonia, NJ (181 
Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 3rd Sunday, at 3pm. If you 
have any Japanese friends living in the Fort Lee area, please 
recommend the service to them! 

� Prayer Requests�  

In your daily prayers, please remember to pray; 
peace and justice for the 200 environmental activists who were 
killed in 2016 and their families and friends; justice for people 
with disabilities; encouragement and opportunities for the 
unemployed and underemployed; the end of gun violence; for 
our friend Japanese ministries, for those who are in isolation 
losing the light, and our challenging building issues. Please 
also pray for our sisters, brothers, and friends who are 
struggling with health issues: Katsuko Bolster, Junko Clarke, 
Dennis Gurski, Michiko Gorman, Arlene Gottfried, Darryl 
Holliday, Grace Huber, Valerie Aiko 
Igarashi, Teruo Inoue, Eiko Ishii, Paul & 
Hisae Isihara, Joe & Yoshiko Kasuga, 
Kenneth Kubo, Kerry Kubo, Hiroshi & 
Yoshiko Kurihara, Kayra Teneoglu, Jessica 
& Gunay and the Motai family, George 
Mukai, Nanako Oguri, the Shimojima 
family, Rev. Dr. Yugo Suzuki, Kiyotoshi 
Takahashi, John & Lucienne Yoshinaga. 
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