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◇Pastor Takahashi’s Message◇     

"Hope 4 Love” 
 There are days when we witness life filled with 
struggles, calamities, and indescribable sorrow. The recent 
tragic events resulting in the loss of numerous lives took 
place on the other side of this planet, in Bangladesh, and 
across the Atlantic, in London. Our hearts go out to those 
affected by those tragedies. Even if our own personal lives 
here in NYC may be with greater joy, happiness, and 
gratitude, the compassion that God has given each one of us 
unmistakably urges that those people out there need our help 
and prayers in order to be healed. Other tragic events are 
happening too close to where we live, in our nation. The 
differences in perception, views and opinions regarding 
federal policies triggered anger, which produced hatred, 
which in turn produces violence. The chain reaction of 
darkness, negativity, and hostility made a middle aged 
Illinois man into a domestic terrorist who shot a 
congressman, a lobbyist, and police officers during the 
practice of the annual congregational charity baseball game 
in Alexandria, VA. In our city of NY, even in our 
community of JAUC, both individually and communally, 
numerous challenges, struggles, and afflictions are taking 
place: illness, personal relationships, financial issues, 
employment and academic matters, housing problems, and 
so on. As we have been reporting, the cost of the church’s 
building repairs and maintenance is astounding. When 
facing challenges, struggles, disappointments and sadness, 
we can become overwhelmed and can’t help but feel 
helpless. When Jesus “saw the crowds, he had compassion 
for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd.” (Matthew 9:36) Some 
courageously declare, “I have my trust in God. Everything is 
according to His plan. Everything will be alright,” despite 
having unsettled and uneasy feelings on what is happening 

in this world. While our minds say “Everything should be 
alright.” our hearts are crying for help. 
 Romans 5 begins, “Therefore, since we are justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” It sounds admirably certain and definite. However, 
another ancient text of the same Romans 5:1 says, “Let us 
have peace with God.” instead. This sounds more 
invitational than definitive. We see the possible validation 
for our sadness and helplessness in this faith life. In fact, 
Psalm 34:17-20 affirms, “When the righteous cry for help, 
the LORD hears, and rescues them from all their troubles. 
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted, and saves the 
crushed in spirit. Many are the afflictions of the 
righteous, but the LORD rescues them from them all.  He 
keeps all their bones; not one of them will be broken.” We 
sometimes feel like we are being crushed, disappointed, and 
helpless, but we will not be broken, because the Lord keeps 
all of us together as a whole. Romans 5:2-5 tells us of a 
chain reaction in the redeemed life. Suffering or tribulation 
initiates this chain reaction: suffering produces endurance, 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 
and hope does not disappoint us because God outpours love 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to 
us. God makes our hearts overflow with His Love through 
the Holy Spirit. 
When thinking of endurance or patience in faith, perhaps no 
one is more patient than Job who said, "Shall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil?” 
(Job 2:10) But in the epistle to the Romans, Paul took it one 
step further.  “We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called according to 
his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 
 JAUC was chosen to be here in the middle of 
Manhattan according to God’s plan, a troubled land in a 
troubled world filled with suffering. For 124 years, the 
church has been experiencing many storms, large and small, 
local and international, but has survived all of them. Make 
no mistake, the word “chosen” does not mean being selected 
with honor and glory as a kind of reward, as it may sound. 
Instead, being chosen means that we are called to carry the 
extra burden of the cross for others who are suffering. We 
carry the extra weight of the cross on behalf of the kingdom 
of God. As Matthew 10:7-10 says, “go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good 
news, ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. 
You received without payment; give without payment.” 

“Together, the Body of Christ; 
               Individually, Its Parts”    I Corinthians 12:27 

JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, 
especially to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in 
the greater New York City area, with the purpose of sharing 
faith in Christ and growing together in Christian discipleship 
through worship, fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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Water puddles stay on the roof 
even on sunny days 

Romans 5:8 gives us the gospel, good news for all of us just 
in four words. “God proves his love for us in that while we 
still were sinners Christ died for us.” “Christ died for us.” 
This is good news, the gospel in 4 words. We may not be 
righteous even though we try to live the life of righteousness. 
We may fall short to live the life of Christ’s disciples even 
though we try very hard to be one. No matter how hard we 
try to live as God’s holy people, we may not deserve it, but 
God outpours His steadfast love onto us abundantly 
anyways. 2 Corinthians 12:10 says, “Therefore I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, 
then I am strong.” Jesus Christ transforms our weakness into 
our strength. Jesus Christ transforms our calamities into 
opportunities to proclaim the gospels, serve one another, and 
the communion with the Holy Spirit. Christ died for us, so 
that we may be saved.  That is surely good news. 

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇ 

■Sunday Service Scripture Verse  
The Scripture verses for July Sunday service are:  
July 2nd – Matthew 10:40-42 
July 9th – Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  
July 16th – Romans 8:1-11  
July 23rd – Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 
July 30th – Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52. 
Pastor Takahashi includes the lectionary verses from the Old 
Testament, Psalms, the Epistles and the Gospels during the 
services. To read these verses, please visit the website www. 
lectionarypage.net.  
 
■J-Forum  
Our Japanese study group for English-speakers takes place 
during Sunday’s lunchtime at a table “at the cross” in the 
middle of the social hall. Starting from novice level 
conversation for check-in, we are currently studying the 
participants’ favorite bible passages in Japanese. Our 
conversation ranges from useful Japanese expressions to 
cultural and theological discussions. All are welcome to join 
us to learn Japanese language and culture no matter what the 
level of your experience may be as the Lord graciously 
invites everyone to his table.  

◇Building Maintenance◇ 

■ Special building tour will be given on July 9th after 
lunch, to update church members interested what has 
already been fixed as well as what must be done this year 
for roof repair. This tour will be led by Rika Marubashi, the 
Building Maintenance Committee chairperson. Come and 
see! 

■ JAUC Board of Directors will hold a Congregational 
Meeting on July 16th starting at 1:30PM. The purpose of 
the meeting is to provide information on the ongoing 
building repair and maintenance project and to approve an 
additional $100,000 for the 
budget. Funds are needed 
to pay for the repair of the 
main roof and terrace, 
repair of the parapet wall, 
and waterproofing of the 
back wall, costing around 
$70,000. This cost entails 
repair (which lasts from 5 
to 7 years, with limited warranty) instead of replacing it 
with a new roof which would cost $175-200,000 (with 20 
year warranty). This will save much needed funds as 
discussions about the future plans for the church building 
take place. Please let the Board know if you would like to 
join the Future Building Committee. 

■ On June 10, we had another flooding situation, this time 
due to a burst A/C pipe. We thank Sean Gordon, Akira 
Suzuki and Jun Tonegawa who helped to clean up the water 
that filled the social hall for the third time. You are 
awesome! 

■ There were 2 sections of the kitchen ceiling that needed 
filling and plastering, after 
the sidewalk work was done 
and caused them to be 
exposed. Mike Acierno, a 
contractor, was hired and did 
a great job. We are grateful 
to many volunteers who 
helped clean up after the 
debris from the sidewalk 
work filled the kitchen with 
dust, helped to move the 
refrigerators as well as all of 
the many pots and pans out 
of the kitchen closet into the 
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boiler room; swept/dusted, and put everything back. They 
also had to move the kitchen wooden tables out of the 
kitchen. After 2 weeks, the kitchen is back to normal. We 
are very grateful for the many hands that help to keep our 
cooking ministry going for fellowship on Sunday afternoons. 

■ The Board gratefully accepts donations from church 
members and friends to help cover these extraordinary costs. 
Checks to the Japanese American United Church may be 
designated for "Building and Maintenance;" and online 
donations are accepted at www.jauc.org. 

◇Discovery Camp◇       

Discovery Camp 2017 will take place from July 23rd to 
August 4th on Shelter Island, LI. The theme is “Establishing 
Friendship thru Global Bonds”. Several Japanese students 
from Tohoku, northeast Japan, where the 2011 earthquake 
and tsunami hit, will be in attendance. Please consider 
supporting the camp to send the next generation onward to 
their faith journeys. Please make out checks to：Japanese 
American United Church, Memo: Camp. 
 

◇Church Members & Friends◇ 

Sunday June 25, we celebrated the achievement and gave 
blessings to our graduates: Sean Jang and Kengo Takahashi 
graduated from High School, Daniel Islas from Middle 
School, Kate Kusakabe from Elementary School, and Rina 

Kimura from Kindergarten. 
Congratulations! We also 
lifted up our wholehearted 
thanksgiving prayer for 
the dedicated service of 
teachers, Dean Kusakabe, 
Kaori Kusakabe, Sheila 

Bennett, Maiko Ishii, Noriko Kurihara, and Ken Kurihara. A 
special tribute was made for Noriko who will be moving to 
Sendai, Japan in the end of 
this summer to join Ken, her 
husband who has started 
teaching in Miyagi Gakuin 
Women’s College since 
April. Noriko has served 
faithfully to teach and share 
God’s love to Sunday School children for 14 years. We 
presented her our small gifts and a song “Thy Word”, which 
was a theme song for the program. Having a double-digit 

number of children and youth in the sanctuary certainly 
energized the whole congregation. Thank to the volunteers, 
a wonderful, joyful, and scrumptious celebration party was 
held in the social hall after the service. Though Sunday 
School and Youth Fellowship will take summer break, 
children and youth are encouraged to attend Sunday worship 
services. Summer special programs are being planned. 
Please stay tuned! 

◇Local Church Network◇       

■JCFN/VIP monthly meeting On Monday July 10th at 
7:15pm in the JAUC social hall, Kyoko Uchiki a Gospel 
music producer will be a guest speaker. Yuki Kikuta, a 
finalist of this year’s McDonald Gospel Festival will be a 
guest. Admission is free. 

■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry to 
Japanese; Coordinator: Ms. Imado) is holding a Japanese 
worship service at the Presbyterian Church in Leonia, NJ 
(181 Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 3rd Sunday, at 
3pm. If you have any Japanese friends living in the Fort Lee 
area, please recommend the service to them! 

◇Prayer Requests◇ 

In your daily prayers, please remember to pray; 
for universal healthcare for all; those who are captives of the 
chain reaction of darkness: intolerance—anger—conflict—
hostility—hatred—violence; peace in the Middle East and 
the Korean Peninsula;  courage for those who fear terrorism; 
reconciliation between minority communities and the police; 
the end of gun violence; our challenging building 
maintenance issues. Pray for our sisters, brothers, and 
friends with health issues: Katsuko Bolster, Junko Clarke, 
Dennis Gurski, Michiko Gorman, Arlene Gottfried, Sara 
Haruyama, Darryl Holliday, Grace Huber, 
Valerie Aiko Igarashi, Teruo Inoue, Eiko 
Ishii, Paul & Hisae Isihara, Joe & 
Yoshiko Kasuga, Kerry Kubo, Hiroshi & 
Yoshiko Kurihara, Kayra Teneoglu, 
Jessica & Gunay and the Motai family, 
George Mukai, Nanako Oguri, Fujio 
Saito, the Shimojima family, Kiyotoshi 
Takahashi, John & Lucienne Yoshinaga. 
 
 

Newsletter editing staff: 
Kaz Takahashi,     Junko Noguchi 

Design by Mayuko Kawashima 
 


