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◇Pastor Takahashi’s Message◇      

"Follow His Steps” 
It’s been 4 years since I started serving at JAUC. Time 
flies. As you may already know, my family and I will 
be leaving New York by the end of this year for 
California, where we started. As a Methodist pastor, a 
cabinet of Bishops and District Superintendents make 
the appointments regarding where I am going to serve 
next. Though I don’t know where I am going to, I am 
OK with it. With God in our hearts, my family will go 
wherever God’s plan wills us to go. Thank you for all 
of your support and care for the past (almost) 5 years, 
ever since the time I came to New York to meet JAUC. 
I do have some regrets: What I should have done, or 
what I shouldn’t have, what it could have been… 
However, I am at peace with these decisions because 
there are a few things I am very sure about my 4 years 
here: God’s presence, God’s guidance, and the 
abundant blessings for the church. In addition, I am 
also sure that I did my best. Day in, day out. I gave all I 
had to God. Therefore, I believe God will forgive me 
for whatever my shortcomings may be. I have the 
peace of Christ within me. When a pastor is leaving 
their post, there is always an emotional whirlpool, 
sometimes even a storm, or a tornado. We get 
emotional: shocked, sad, furious, confused, or 
discouraged. Some even want to quit the church and 
switch. I have received phone calls like that. Though I 
appreciate the disposition of loyalty, sympathy, and 
support, it is not the right move for Christians. Even 
though we see and hear something we are not 
comfortable with, or something we don’t like, we 
should not quit or rapidly switch churches. Yes, 

sometimes we do experience “off the mark” demeanor. 
“Missing the mark” is the original meaning of “sin”, 
but we should not quit or switch our church community. 
God gives us a very high standard to strive for. “The 
mark” is extremely bright and clear, but not easy to 
shoot directly at. Sometimes we miss the mark. Every 
time we experience it, we get upset, and there is a 
temptation; “I don’t want to be a part of this. I don’t 
want to be here. I quit.” Some end up with “spiritual 
drifting”. We seek and hope to find the “perfect” 
church in which everything is perfect, a mission 
impossible in this world. We are “wonderfully 
imperfect mortals”. We are imperfect, we are mortal, 
but our life is still wonderful because God gave it to us. 
In order to live well, we try very hard to love God, our 
Lord with all of our heart, mind, soul, and strength, and 
try to love our neighbor as ourselves, so that we can be 
God’s good tools, agents, or instruments to bring about 
the kingdom of God on earth. We make our best efforts 
to live the Christian life for the kingdom of God. The 
emotional storm associated with pastoral transition is a 
sign of the humanness of the church, a group of people 
connected by faith. But we are not a human-centered 
church. We are trying to live as a Christ-centered 
community.  A pastor comes, a pastor goes, but a 
church never does. Pastors are not supposed to be the 
face of a church, but the congregation is. A church will 
go on as long as God wants us to go on this journey 
called Christian faith. Church is the best training 
ground for our Christian faith. Without a community, 
Christian faith cannot be practiced because Christian 
faith is a communal faith tradition. Our world can be 
complicated, messy, and even chaotic sometimes. 
However, as God often tells us through Jesus and the 
angels, don’t be afraid. We have the Shepherd, with a 
capital S, Jesus, the true Shepherd and our savior. We 
may not really know his face, but do hear his voice. 
“He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.” 
(John 10:3)  

“Together, the Body of Christ; 
               Individually, Its Parts”    I Corinthians 12:27 

JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the greater 
New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith in Christ 
and growing together in Christian discipleship through worship, 
fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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The First Letter of Peter calls upon us to live Christian 
lives. The author, supposedly the Apostle Peter, 
sketches a vision of the Christian life rooted in God’s 
actions to save us through the death, resurrection, and 
glorification of Jesus. Peter assures us of salvation and 
reminds us of the hope Jesus’s death, resurrection, and 
glorification brought us, the Christian community. The 
prophet Isaiah foretold the promise God made for our 
salvation. “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for 
our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: 
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with 
his stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:4-5) Jesus did 
not point his finger at the persecutor and executioners. 
He understood all of our grief, our sorrow, our 
shortcomings, and our transgressions. He entrusted 
God who judges justly. “He himself bore our sins in his 
body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live 
for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” 
1 Peter 2:24 says. Jesus gave himself up for us, for our 
salvation even though no one deserves it. That is God’s 
promise. In the covenant relationship with the divine, 
we pledge to live Christian lives for righteousness. On 
the first Sunday of the month, we have the Holy 
Communion Service. Please come and take the bread 
of life and the cup of life with your community. As we 
do, we become one. One body of Christ, the church.  
 

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇  

■Sunday Service Scripture Verse The Scripture verses 
for June Sunday service are:  
June 4th, Pentecost Sunday – John 7:37-39 and Acts 
2:1-21 
June 11th –Matthew 28:16-20  
June 18th – Romans 5:1-8  
June 25th –Matthew 10: 24-39 
Pastor Takahashi includes the lectionary verses from 
the Old Testament, Psalms, the Epistles and the 
Gospels during the services. To read these verses, see 
the website www. lectionarypage.net.  
 

■ The Annual Bosankai Cypress Hill Cemetery visit 
On Memorial Day, May 29th, we visited Cypress Hill 

Cemetery in Queens after attending the annual Japanese 
American Cemetery in Mt. Oliveto Cemetery, Queens, 
hosted by the Japanese American Association in the 
morning. Despite the rainy weather, many faithful 
persons attended the annual 
visit. There were brief services 
in both cemetery visits 
ministered by Pastor Takahashi. 
The JAUC Thomas Hayashi 
Memorial Vault established in 
1964 is running out of space on 
the gravestone to engrave the 
names of the deceased, though 
the vault itself may have space 
to hold more urns. The 
cemetery issue task force led by the pastor has been 
researching feasible solutions including acquiring another 
lot or gravestone to increase capacity for future needs. 
Please contact the pastor if you have any question 
regarding the church cemetery. 
 

■Film screening Sunday June 11th 1:30pm, 
“Courageous” is a story about four law enforcement 
officers whose lives are deeply tested as they embrace 
their calling to serve and to protect. As crime fighters, 
they face danger every day. Yet when tragedy hits close 
to home, they are left wrestling with their hopes, faith, 
and priorities as men. Like iron sharpening iron, the 
power of their friendship invites them to face their hidden 
struggles as fathers. It is out of this honesty that comes a 
life-altering decision. With action, drama, and humor, the 
fourth film from Sherwood Pictures embraces God's 
promise to "turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and 
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the hearts of children to their fathers". Your soul will be 
stirred and your heart will be challenged to 
be...Courageous! 

■ Self Defense Class for youth and children, Sunday 
June 11th 1:30pm on the 3rd floor The goal of this 
class is to help youth and children to be equipped with 
awareness and alertness in order to avoid tricky, 
potentially dangerous situations at school and on the 
street.      

� Building Maintenance�  

Ever since JAUC moved to the current Seventh Avenue 
location in 1970, it 
was the very first 
time to resurface the 
sidewalk and 
reinforce a part of 
the foundation 
according to the 
current building 
code, which costed 
$95,000. The next repair project is the roof renovation, 
which has extensive damage, causing slow leakage. After 
nearly a half century, our building is deteriorating and 
requires a series of repairs and proper maintenance in 
order to ensure our safe worship place. The Board 
gratefully accepts donations from church members and 
friends to help cover these extraordinary costs. Checks to 
the Japanese American United Church may be designated 
for "Building and Maintenance;" and online donations are 
accepted at www.jauc.org. 

� Discovery Camp�        
Discovery Camp 2017 will take place from July 23rd to 
August 4th on Shelter Island, LI. The theme is 
“Establishing Friendship thru Global Bonds”. The 3rd – 
10th graders are welcome to apply by June 9th. The cost is 
$1,400 (the sibling discount rate is available). Several 
Japanese students from Tohoku, northeast Japan, where 
the 2011 earthquake and tsunami hit, will be in 
attendance. Please consider supporting the camp to send 
the next generation onward to their faith journeys. Please 
make out checks to：Japanese American United Church,  
Memo: Camp. 

 
◇Church Members & Friends◇  

The memorial of our beloved sister Yuriko Tomita will 
be held on Sunday June 4th, 2pm in the JAUC sanctuary. 
We pray for God’s abundance of grace and mercies for 
her family in Japan and friends on both sides of the 
Pacific. 

◇Local Church Network◇        

■JCFN/VIP monthly meeting On Monday June 12th at 
7:15pm in the JAUC social hall, a live concert of Saluki, 
a Christian rock band from Japan, will be held. 
Admission is free. 

■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry to 
Japanese; Coordinator: Ms. Imado) is holding a Japanese 
worship service at the Presbyterian Church in Leonia, NJ 
(181 Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 3rd Sunday, at 
3pm. If you have any Japanese friends living in the Fort 
Lee area, please recommend the service to them! 

� Prayer Requests�  

In your daily prayers, please pray for the victims of terror 
attacks in Manchester, in Egypt’s Christian church, and in 
Kabul; the end of all discrimination involving race, 
gender, age, class, disability, and religion; solidarity in 
love, peace, hope, and justice; peace in the Middle East 
and the Korean Peninsula; safe journeys for refugees; 
courage for those who fear terrorism; reconciliation 
between minority communities and the police; the end of 
gun violence; our challenging building maintenance 
issues. Pray for our sisters, brothers, and friends with 
health issues: Junko Clarke, Dennis Gurski, Michiko 
Gorman, Arlene Gottfried, Darryl Holliday, Grace Huber, 
Yosh Igarashi, Teruo Inoue, Eiko Ishii, Paul & Hisae 
Isihara, Joe & Yoshiko Kasuga, Kerry Kubo, Hiroshi & 
Yoshiko Kurihara, Kayra Teneoglu, Jessica & Gunay and 
the Motai family, George Mukai, Nanako Oguri, Fujio 
Saito, the Shimojima family, Kiyotoshi Takahashi, John & 
Lucienne Yoshinaga. 
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