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◇Church Activities & Schedules◇ 

■Ms. Noriko Kumada will be leaving us in May Our 
Music Director Ms. Noriko Kumada will step down 
from her post on May 8, as she will be returning to 
Japan on May 19. From 1987 to 2007, Ms. Kumada 
served as the JAUC organist and Music Director. After 
working at Trinity Lutheran Church in Shelton, CT for 
seven years, she returned to JAUC in spring 2014. We 
would like to express our gratitude for her faithful 
service and pray for God’s blessing for her new life in 
Yokohama, Japan. A farewell party will be held in the 
social hall during the lunchtime on May. 8. ◆Organ 
Recital by Ms. Kumada An organ recital by Ms. 
Kumada will be held at St. Peter’s Church in 
Manhattan (619 Lexington Ave, NYC 10022) on 
Saturday, May 7, from 3PM. She will play pieces by 
Bach, Messian, Hindemith, and others. Suggested 
donation is $20 (for students and seniors, $10). Please 
join! For tickets, contact Ms. Kumada.         
■ Scripture Verses Our Bible reading for Sunday 
service follows the lectionary. The Scripture verses for 
May are: May 1 -John 14:23-29 or 15:1-9; May 8 –
John 17:20-26; May 15 (Pentecost) –John 14:8-17 or 
Acts 2:1-21; May 22 –John 16:12-15; May 29 - Luke 
7:1-10 (Can be changed). See also: lectionarypage.net.  
■Language Courses During the Sunday lunch hour, 
an English program for Japanese speakers, conducted 
by Ms. Antoinette Jones of John Jay College, is being 
held in the JAUC Social Hall. Mr. Sora Enomoto 
(Union Theological Seminary) is also leading a 
Japanese language course during this time.   

◇Discovery Camp 2016◇     

The Discovery Camp 2016 will be held at Camp 
Qunipet on Shelter Island (Long Island) from July 24 
to August 5. The theme this year is “Establishing 
Friendship through Global Bonds.” Participants should 
be between 3rd and 10th grade. The fee is $1,400 per a 
child (sibling discount available). Please submit an 
application by Jun. 10. Brochures with details are 
available at the church. Several children from the 
Tohoku-area of Japan (the region affected by the 2011 
Earthquake) are expected to participate in the camp 
again. ◆ Thank You for Your Help for the 
Fundraising Concert! A fundraising concert for the 
camp, featuring Soprano singer Ms. Maiko Souda 
(Piano: Ms. Moeko Chiyozaki), was held at JAUC on 
Apr. 17, and about 30 people attended. We raised more 
than $1,000! Another concert, held at the Presbyterian 
Church in Leonia NJ on Apr. 23, was also successful. 
We would like to express our gratitude for your 
generous help. If you want to make donation by check, 
please make the check payable to Japanese American 
United Church, with “Camp” in the memo section. For 
details, please check the Camp website http:// 
discoverycampjapan.org/ 

◇Church Members and Friends◇     

■CD Release!! The first CD of our brother and jazz 
musician Mr. Nozomu Kobayashi was issued. Titled 
“Yurikago,” it includes eight songs written, composed, 
and played by Mr. Kobayashi himself. The price is $20. 
If you want to purchase, please contact Mr. Kobayashi. 
He is planning to return to Japan in mid-May. 
■ Passing Rev. Peter Igarashi, father of Ms. Gerri 
Yoshida, passed away on April 15. He was 94. May 
God’s comfort be with the Yoshida family.   
■Kumamoto Earthquake Ms. Miki Honyashiki (wife 
of Rev. Kazuhiko Honyashiki in Japan) aunt and 
cousins are living in the area severely affected by the 
Kumamoto earthquake on April 14. It has been 
confirmed that all of them are safe, but the windows of 
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JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the greater 
New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith in Christ 
and growing together in Christian discipleship through worship, 
fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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her aunt’s house were broken and the furniture was 
damaged. Please pray for all those affected by the 
earthquake. The Nikkeijinkai (JAA), Japan Society, 
and the NY Nikkei Lions Club are calling for donations 
to help those in need.. Please join their relief efforts!       

◇From Sunday Services◇     

■April 10: Before the New Start (John 21:1-22) Ken 
Kurihara Last Sunday, we read Jesus’ words, after His 
resurrection. In John 20 Jesus states, “as the Father has 
sent Me, I also send you.” This is Jesus’ declaration that 
He is sending them out to spread God’s Good News to 
the world. With this declaration, the Gospel of John is 
virtually concluded, and the drama of the Acts of the 
Apostles opens. However, there is one more episode 
before the end. That is today’s text, John 21. ◆Some 
people call this chapter “the beautiful bridge connecting 
the Gospel and Acts.” Indeed, in this chapter, Jesus 
teaches the disciples important principles which they 
need to remember before going out to the world. This 
teaching is also addressed to us. Let us see what Jesus 
teaches. ◆After Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples went to 
Galilee. John does not explain why they went, but 
Matthew and Mark state that during the Last Supper, 
Jesus told the disciples: “After I have been raised, I will 
go ahead of you to Galilee.” (Mark 14:28, Matthew 
26:33). It seems that the disciples simply followed Jesus’ 
direction. But why did Jesus want them to go to Galilee? 
Most likely, before the disciples were to go out into the 
world, Jesus wanted them to go back to the starting point 
of their journey with the Lord and to recall how they 
received their calling, so that they would be able to affirm 
how they should live as Jesus’ disciples. Let us consider 
three points which they learned from this experience. ◆
The first lesson: The disciples went fishing, but even 
though they worked throughout the night, they could not 
catch any fish. When morning came, Jesus stood on the 
beach and told them to cast their net on the righthand side 
of the boat. When the disciples followed this advice, they 
caught a great number of fish. What does this strange 
story mean? It shows that the only one who makes fruit to 
grow in our work is Jesus. We cannot bring in a harvest 
solely by our own hard work. Like the disciples, unless 

God grants, no matter how large an effort we make, we 
cannot catch anything. We must affirm this truth first! 
When Jesus grants us harvest, we can bear much fruit. 
While our works may be small, when they are driven by 
God, they can bring a rich harvest which can change the 
world. ◆  There is also an encouraging image in this 
episode. Verse 4 says, “when the day was now breaking, 
Jesus stood on the beach.” It is hard to believe that Jesus 
suddenly came to the lake only after the day broke. Most 
likely, from the beach, throughout the dark night, He was 
watching the vain efforts of the disciples to catch fish. ◆
We have similar experiences. Sometimes, no matter how 
hard we work to serve God, we find no fruit. Sometimes 
we feel that our faith journey is endlessly circling the 
same spot. We may become depressed, thinking that God 
does not care. However, today’s text tells us that even if 
we are in the midst of such darkness and emptiness, Jesus 
is watching us. Like the disciples, as the day breaks, we 
find that Jesus has been standing by us throughout our 
difficult time and waiting eagerly to give us harvest when 
the time set by Him comes. Because we have this 
encouragement, we can keep serving God, and not fall 
into despair. ◆Let us see the second lesson of this text. 
As the disciples reached the beach, they found that Jesus 
had prepared a breakfast for them. This is such a lovely 
sight. After undergoing various painful experiences, now 
the disciples became one, sharing this table prepared by 
Jesus. This experience showed them that they need to 
remember that in order to work for God with one heart, 
they first need to affirm that the one who nourishes them 
and provides everything they need is Jesus. ◆Our Holy 
Communion symbolizes this truth. When we partake of 
the Communion, like the disciples, we find that we 
become one through Jesus. Only Jesus can make us one. 
Because we share the table which Jesus prepared through 
His painful path of the cross and the resurrection, we can 
be united and work together for God. This is the second 
lesson we need to remember as the witnesses of Jesus. ◆
The third lesson is shown in the conversation between 
Jesus and Peter. As you may know, during the Last 
Supper, Peter told Jesus: “with you, I am ready to go to 
death!” But Jesus warned him that he would say “I don’t 
know Jesus” three times. At the same time, Jesus gently 
told Peter: “I have prayed for you, that your faith may not 
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fail; and you, when once you have turned again, 
strengthen your brothers.” (Luke 22:32) But Peter still 
claimed: “Even though all may fall away, I will never fall 
away.” (Matthew 26:33) However, as Jesus was arrested 
and put on trial, Peter said, “I don’t know Him” three 
times. ◆This painful memory of failure had to haunt 
Peter. When Peter met the resurrected Jesus, he probably 
felt joy, but at the same time, most likely he felt an 
obstacle between Jesus and himself. Jesus knew the pain 
of Peter’s heart, and that is why He asked Peter: “Do you 
love Me more than these?” Because Peter had found his 
weakness, he did not say “I love You more than other 
disciples.” He simply replied: “Yes, You know that I love 
You.” Jesus responded to his reply with the words, “tend 
my sheep.” However, as Peter denied Jesus three times, 
three times Jesus asked Peter “Do you love Me?” ◆What 
did Peter think? Most likely, every time Jesus asked him 
“Do you love Me?”, he wondered “Do I really love Him? 
Can I really keep loving Him until the end?” He now had 
to confront his weakness. He might feel as if the mantles 
of self-righteousness covering his weakness were stripped 
one by one. Peter’s final reply was: “Lord, You know all 
things. You know that I love You.” Most likely he 
wanted to say: “Lord, You know how weak and 
impulsive I am. However, You told me, ‘I have prayed 
for you, that your faith may not fail’ although you know 
my weakness. Your love, expressed in your words is the 
only hope for me. I have nothing, except Your love. But I 
offer this to You. Please allow me to say, I love You!” ◆
This is a confession of one who truly knows Jesus. True 
faith makes us admit our weakness. But it also allows us 
to recognize how much we are loved by Jesus and the 
only certainty we have and what we can offer others is 
this love. In order to go to the world as the leader of the 
disciples, Peter had to be transformed so that he could 
make this confession. We, too, are called to confess this 
love. Responding to Peter’s reply, Jesus foretold that 
Peter would die for Him in future. This was an assurance 
that now Peter could love Jesus until the very end and he 
did not need to fear. What a touching scene! ◆ Now, if 
Peter knelt down and exclaimed “Lord, may Your will be 
done!”, he could have concluded the story of the Gospel 
in an impressive way. But Peter was Peter still. He 
pointed to another disciple, most likely John, and asked 

Jesus “What about Him?” As a result, he was 
admonished: “What is that to you? You Follow Me!” We 
often act like Peter. When we serve God, we may often 
compare ourselves with others and wonder what God 
thinks. But Jesus tells us as He said to Peter: “I do not 
compare you with others. So don’t compare yourself with 
others. Just follow ME!” Isn’t this also a wonderful 
encouragement? ◆ How full this chapter is with God’s 
Grace! Jesus assures all workers for God that it is Jesus 
Himself who brings the harvest, nourishes them, and 
makes them one. He calls them to accept their own 
weakness and rejoice that His love is still with them. 
Because we have these promises, we can follow Jesus 
without falling into disappointment. Let us hold these 
blessings and go out to the world with Jesus so that we 
can share this joy with others.                  

◇Local Church Network◇     

■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry 
to Japanese; Coordinator: Ms. Imado) is holding a 
Japanese worship service at the Presbyterian Church in 
Leonia NJ (181 Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 3rd 
Sunday. The service is aimed at those who are new to the 
Christian faith and to children who have attended 
Discovery Camp. If you have any Japanese friends living 
in Fort Lee area, please recommend the service to them! 

◇Prayer Requests◇ 

Please remember the following people in your prayers: 
Those affected by the earthquakes in Kumamoto, Japan, 
and Ecuador; victims of the terrorist attacks in Brussels, 
Istanbul, Paris, Beirut, Mali, Baghdad, and other areas; 
Refugees in Syria, Iraq, and Libya; those suffering from 
the aftereffects of Hurricane Sandy and the East Japan 
Earthquake; June Goldberg, Michiko Gorman, Kimi 
Igarashi (Ms. G. Yoshida’s mother), Teruo Inoue, Young 
Kim, Hiroshi & Yoshiko Kurihara, George Mukai, Ai 
Oguchi (Westminster Japanese Church, Atlanta), Nanako 
Oguri; Umeko Takeshige’s mother, Yuriko Tomita, Akira 
Yamazaki (Ms. Horiuchi’s brother), Kentaro Yoshida, 
John Yoshinaga.  


