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■BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT  
At the February 24th Board of Directors meeting, Satoshi 
Nakamura was elected Vice-chairperson for 2019 and Sheila 
Bennett will be the Secretary. Masayo Sonoda will continue 
as Treasurer. We are grateful and appreciative to all the 
BoD members for their faithful devotion to serving God and 
His church JAUC. ◆A joint Board of Directors and Board 
of Managers meeting will be held on Sunday, March 31st 
from 1 to 2 pm to discuss plans for the Easter service and 
potluck on April 21st. Every Board, committee, fellowship 
and small group is asked to send one representative so that 
together we can make plans for Easter and other church 
wide events. 
       
■PASTOR CALLING COMMITTEE 
The Pastor Calling Committee is now meeting on the first 
Sunday of every month at 10 am in the Social Hall for a 
time of prayer for the pastor search process. On February 
3rd, 15 people gathered to sing praise songs, share praise 
reports and bring their prayer requests for the new minister 
God is preparing for JAUC. Every Sunday immediately 
following the worship service, a small group is gathering in 
the front pews to pray for the PCC and pastor search process. 
The next PCC prayer meeting will be March 3rd.◆On 
March 17th, the PCC held a congregational meeting to 
update and explain where they are in the pastor search 
process. Church members were able to ask questions about 
having the candidates preach in a neutral location and the 
different steps involved in calling a new pastor. Questions 
that could not be immediately answered were referred back 
to the PCC and will be answered at a future meeting. Dean 
Kusakabe has been elected the Chairperson of the PCC for 
2019. The other PCC members are Takumi Fukunaga, Mana 
Hashimoto, Kaoru Kobayashi, Rika Marubashi, Osamu 
Sagae and Kaoru Suzuki. They welcome your questions and 
concerns.◆The deadline for applications is March 15th. 
Please speak to members of the PCC if you have a candidate 
you would like to recommend. All application information 
is posted at www.jauc.org. 

 
Pulpit supply for March and April: 
March 3 Rev. Kei Okada 
March 10 Rev. Stanley Wayne 
March 17 Rev. Megumi Enomoto  
March 24 Rev. Nobuyuki Kurisu 
March 31 Rev. Nobuyuki Kurisu 
 
April 7: Rev. Kei Okada 
April 14: Rev. Nobuyuki Kurisu 
April 21: Easter Sunday and potluck: Rev. Stanley Wayne 
April 28: Rev. Terry DeYoung, RCA Coordinator of 
Disability Concerns 
 
■WORSHIP COMMITTEE REQUEST 
The Worship Committee is looking for two or three new 
people to join their Committee. The main responsibilities 
are to make sure the Sunday service runs smoothly from 
beginning to end and includes setting up before the service, 
changing candles and paraments, which are the liturgical 
hangings and cloths on the altar and pulpit; adjusting the 
volume on the microphones, preparing the projector and 
controlling the drop down screen; preparing the bread and 
grape juice for the communion service on the first Sunday, 
removing the altar flowers after the service and scheduling 
the Sunday helpers every month. The current Worship 
Committee members will provide a 3-month training period 
and answer any questions you may have. Please speak to 
Satoshi Nakamura, Osamu Sagae and Tomoko Suzuki if you 
would like to volunteer. 
 
■THE MESSIAH: HALLELUJAH CHORUS Eri 
Miyashita and the choir will begin rehearsals for the 
Hallelujah Chorus on March 17th to be performed on Easter 
Sunday, April 21st. Volunteers are encouraged to join, 
especially men. Rehearsals will begin at 10 am before the 
service and again at 1 pm after lunch. 
 
■GUIDELINES FOR GUIDE DOGS BY MANA 
HASHIMOTO 
I would like to introduce Landon, my service dog. At the 
beginning of February, I had a two-week training at the 
Guide Dog Foundation in Smithtown, Long Island. I need to 
build a bond of trust and communication in order to walk 
comfortably with my guide dog. Currently, we are learning 
how to work with each other, so that we can become 
independent. ◆I would like to share some basic information 
about service dogs, as well as what the ADA, the American 
Disability Act, says about them. Service dogs are not pets. 
When service dogs are leashed and wearing a harness, that 
means they are working. If you see a service dog working, 
please do not try to get their attention, pet them, play with 

“Together, the Body of Christ; 
               Individually, Its Parts”    I Corinthians 12:27 

JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the 
greater New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith 
in Christ and growing together in Christian discipleship 
through worship, Fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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them, or feed them, because that will distract them from 
their work and may endanger the lives of the owner and dog. 
◆The American Disability Act does not allow 
discriminatory behavior against persons with a service dog. 
It is against the law to refuse a person with a service dog in 
public spaces like hospitals, restaurants, and so on. It is 
illegal to refuse a person with a service dog on any public 
transportation including cabs, buses, trains.◆ I do 
appreciate from the bottom of my heart that the JAUC 
congregation has kindly provided profound understanding 
and support so that I can fully participate in the life of God's 
holy church, and to be able to overcome challenges in the 
Christian life. I would be grateful if you could welcome 
Landon as a part of our community. I understand that some 
of you may have reservations about having Landon around 
the church, but please recognize that he is not a pet, but a 
dog trained to help people.  Please share this information 
with your children, family members and friends to increase 
their awareness. Please speak to me or Gerri Yoshida, the 
disability advocates of JAUC, if you have any questions or 
concerns. Thank you! 
 
■ PRAISE REPORT 
The Japanese American United Church has received a very 
generous $5000 grant from the RCA Collegiate Corporation 
that will be used for a fall overnight leadership retreat with 
the new pastor. We will discuss plans with Rev. Megumi 
Enomoto from the Ashram Ministry in Japan when he visits 
and preaches at JAUC on Sunday, March 17th. In addition, 
the RCA Classis of New York has given JAUC a $3000 
Church Revitalization grant for 2019 that will be used as 
“seed” money to begin or strengthen new ministries that will 
revitalize and bring new growth to the local church. The 
Board of Directors will decide how this money will be spent 
for the Sunday school’s MEBIG (Memorization Bible 
Games), the United Methodist Women, Website/Public 
Relations and Disability Ministry and Advocacy, as well as 
leadership development. 
 
■ CEMETERY COMMITTEE 
Keijiro Motoi, chairperson of the Cemetery Committee has 
arranged for members of the Board of Trustees and Board of 
Directors to see the proposed new plot at Cypress Hills 
Cemetery on Sunday, March 10th, leaving JAUC at 1:30 pm. 
Please speak to Mr. Motoi if you are interested in going. 
 
■ UNITED METHODIST WOMEN AND FUJINKAI 
VALENTINE’S DAY TEA PARTY 
The first joint United Methodist Women and Fujinkai Tea 
Party was held on February 10th. After introducing where 
we were born and when we started coming to JAUC, we 
laughed, sang, shared favorite scripture verses, enjoyed 

sweets and tea, and more importantly we learned more about 
each other. Some of us shared a basic hand massage. Ten 
members of Fujinkai joined the party and eight UMW 
members attended. We look forward to our next get together 
where we will sing a favorite hymn and a Japanese song. 

 
 
■ REGIONAL SYNOD OF NEW YORK 
WORKSHOPS 
On Saturday, February 2nd, Sheila Bennett, Rika Marubashi 
and Gerri attended the Boundary Awareness Training at the 
RCA Regional Synod office in Tarrytown. We learned how 
setting and maintaining boundaries promotes trust and 
respect for church members, pastors and lay leaders. By 
listening and discussing issues with other RCA ministers 
and elders, we gained new insights on how to deal with 
situations that arise in the life of the church.◆On Saturday, 
March 2nd, Rika and Gerri attended  “Write the Vision,” a 
workshop about using social media to enhance 
communication and awareness of our church’s vision, 
mission and programs. Jeff Chu, a senior seminarian at 
Princeton Theological Seminary, challenged us to define the 
mission and message that a church wants to convey on 
social media.  We also learned about some of the pitfalls and 
challenges presented by social media engagement. 
 
■SERMONS POSTED ON LINE 
Sermons given by Rev. Kei Okada, Rev. Stanley Wayne and 
Rev. Nobuyuki Kurisu will be video recorded with their 
permission and will soon be available on the JAUC web site 
www.jauc.org. However, we remind church members that 
all video/audio recording, photographs and posting of these 
materials on social media is prohibited unless permission is 
given by the individuals involved. JAUC is a safe 
environment where the privacy rights of every person are 
protected and respected, 
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■DISCOVERY CAMP 2019 
Brochures are now available for the 2019 Discovery Camp 
which will again be held at the RCA Camp Warwick from 
Sunday, July 21 to Friday, August 2. The Camp Director 
this year will be Sora Enomoto. Please contact 
smjleonia@gmail.com or infojauc@gmail.com for more 
information. Please give the brochure to any Japanese 
children and families who are interested in attending. Please 
go to Discovery Camp Japan on Facebook to see last year’s 
camp activities. 

■ FUJINKAI REQUEST FOR ZAMZAM 
Through World Vision the Fujinkai started supporting 
Zamzam who lives in Tanzania when she was five years old. 
Now she is 14 years old and the Fujinkai members thank 
and praise the Lord that they have been able to support her 
for 9 years. Unfortunately, as the Fujinkai members have 
aged and the number of members has decreased, it has 
become difficult to continue to support her. Thankfully, 
there are volunteers who want to support her until she is 18 
years old and they will take over her support. Please contact 
Chizuko Imado if you are able to help financially or if you 
have any questions on this matter. 
 
■ 2019 FLOWER CALENDAR 
Please sign the Flower Calendar that is on the bulletin board 
in the Social Hall if you would like to donate altar flowers. 
Flowers can be given in memory of a loved one, or to 
celebrate anniversaries, birthdays and other occasions. The 
cost is $35, but lesser amounts are also welcome. You also 
have the option of buying and arranging the flowers yourself. 
Please contact the church office or Kaoru Suzuki if you 
would like to make a contribution or if you have any 
questions about flower donations. 
 

■ 2019 HARUYAMA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
The 2019 application for the Justin and Sara Haruyama 
Ministerial Scholarship is now posted on the JAUC website 
http://www.jauc.org/haruyama/ The deadline is May 31, 
2019. 
 
■ SAVE THE DATE 
Last year, JAUC was blessed by the visit of high school and 
college students from Okinawa who came as goodwill 
cultural ambassadors from the Youth for Understanding 
USA as part of the Japanese government scholarship 
Kakehashi Program. They enjoyed our hospitality so much 
that they have asked to visit again on Sunday, March 24th. 
They will join us for the Sunday service, followed by a 
curry rice lunch, and an afternoon program of dance, martial 
arts and fellowship. Please come to welcome these young 
people who are eager to meet Japanese people living, 
working and studying in New York City. 

Rev. Terry De Young, the RCA Coordinator for Disability 
Concerns, will be the guest preacher on Sunday, April 28th 
and lead an afternoon workshop on disability ministry. He 
will be staying in the church apartment and giving a 
presentation at the April 23rd Classis of New York meeting 
which will be held at JAUC. 

◇PRAYER REQUESTS◇ 

Please pray for the victims and survivors of the 2011 
Tohoku earthquake and tsunami, as well as for those who 
still live in Fukushima where the nuclear plants exploded; 
for the Pastor Calling Committee and the March 15 deadline 
for applications. The health issues for Rev. Susumu Ando, 
Kumiko Baumann, Junko Clarke, June Goldberg, Michiko 
Gorman, Christina Hogan, Eiko Igarashi, Valerie Igarashi, 
Joe & Yoshiko Kasuga, Kenneth Kubo, Hiroshi & Yoshiko 
Kurihara, Sueko Nakachi, Nanako Oguri, Renee Frankel, 
the Shimojimas, Masayo Sonoda’s mother, Rev. Dr. Yugo 
Suzuki, Jin Takahashi (his ministry), Kiyotoshi Takahashi,  
John Yoshinaga 


