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◇BOARD OF DIRECTORS MONTHLY REPORT◇    

By Gerri Yoshida, Chair Person ◆ The 2018 Annual 
Meeting of the Japanese American United Church was held 
on Sunday, January 28th. A quorum of 28 church members 
were present. Elder John Chen brought greetings from the 
Classis of New York in the Reformed Church in America 
(RCA). The newly elected Board of Directors are Sheila 
Bennett, Keijiro Motoi and Masayo Sonoda who join Rika 
Marubashi, Satoshi Nakamura, Kaoru Suzuki and Gerri 
Yoshida whose terms continue. Ms. Yoshida will serve as 
BoD chairperson for another year. Osamu Sagae and Jun 
Tonegawa are the new elected Trustees along with Satoshi 
Nakamura, Kaoru Suzuki and Peter Yoshida. Ms. Suzuki 
was elected Chairperson of the Board of Trustees. Dean 
Kusakabe, Motomi Togashi, and Fred Tsutagawa are the 
new members of the Staff/Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee along with Kaoru Kobayashi, Kaoru Suzuki, and 
Peter Yoshida. The S/PPRC will elect a chairperson at their 
first meeting. We thank Chizuko Imado and Tomoko Suzuki 
who ended their terms of service on the Board of Directors. 
◆The annual budget as presented by Ms. Sonoda, the 
Treasurer and Chairperson of the Finance Committee, was 
approved. Ms. Sonoda urged every church member to 
consider increasing their donations to JAUC. Even $1 or $5 
a week can show our love and commitment to JAUC's 
ministry and mission. Ms. Marubashi, chairperson of the 
Building and Maintenance Committee, explained and 
showed photos of electrical repairs that must be completed 
by the end of February in order for JAUC to retain coverage 
from Guide One Insurance Company. ◆The Pastor Calling 
Committee, chaired by Ms. Marubashi and Kaoru Suzuki 
explained the work that has been done so far to locate a new 
pastor for JAUC. Kaoru Suzuki, chairperson, gave the 
Board of Trustees report. ◆Ms. Yoshida, BoD Chairperson, 
made the announcement that as an employer, JAUC, can not 
release the exact reasons why Pastor Kaz's ministry ended 
without the employee's permission. Rev. Amy Nyland, the 
RCA Executive Minister of the Synod of New York urged 
JAUC to affirm their rich 124 years of serving the Japanese 
community in New York City, to focus our energies on the 

present diverse intergenerational congregation, and to 
discover God's future calling on our church. Rev. Dr. Denise 
Smartt Sears, the Metropolitan District Superintendent of 
the United Methodist New York Annual Conference, also 
encouraged JAUC come together in unity, forgiveness and 
reconciliation in order to do God's kingdom work. ◆
Gratitude goes out to all those who wrote committee, 
fellowship, small group and Board reports for the Annual 
Report. We appreciate all those who translated these reports 
into Japanese and English, the proofreaders and especially 
those who stayed late Saturday night to make sure the 
Annual Report was printed, collated and assembled for 
distribution. We are thankful to the Nomination Committee 
for the complete slate of candidates for election. JAUC is 
truly blessed to have so many faithful, hardworking, 
dedicated members who year after year sacrificially and 
tirelessly give of their time, energy, talents and treasure to 
support our beloved Christian community and faith family. 

■MUSIC DIRECTOR ANNOUNCEMENT 
Zura Kobakhidze, who has been the Music Director since 
November 2016, will leave JAUC on March 11th. He is 
relocating to Los Angeles to pursue his performance career. 
We are grateful to Zura for challenging the choir to sing 
new pieces like the J.S. Bach’s Fugue in C sharp minor and  
Sinfonia 9 in F Minor with lyrics from John 1:1-5. The 
performance of “For Unto Us a Child is Born” for the 
Christmas service was especially uplifting and inspiring 
with 16 choir members and volunteers. We will miss Zura’s 
personality and talent, but we wish him God speed as he 
embarks on the next st ep of his mus ica l ca reer . 
◆The Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee has begun 
the search for new music director. Kaori Imai will be the 
guest pianist on March 18, 25, April 1 . Ben Healy will be 
the guest pianist on April 15, 22 and 29. April  8 is TBA. 
 
■FINANCIAL REPORT by Masayo Sonoda, Treasurer 
 

 2017 JAN-TO-DEC FINANCIALS   
 GENERAL RESTRICT TOTAL 
INCOME 111,263 83,121 194,383 
EXPENSE -171,837 -258,519 -430,355 
TOTAL -60,574 -175,398 -235,972 
     

 2018 JANUARY FINANCIALS   
 GENERAL RESTRICT TOTAL  
INCOME 5,810 5,907 11,717  
EXPENSE -7,986 -5,606 -13,593  
TOTAL -2,176 301 -1,875  
  

“Together, the Body of Christ; 
               Individually, Its Parts”    I Corinthians 12:27 

JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the 
greater New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith 
in Christ and growing together in Christian discipleship 
through worship, Fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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◇PULPIT SUPPLY FOR JANUARY◇ 

3/4Rev. Kei Okada, 3/11 &3/18 Beomseon Hong 
Seminarian, Drew University., 3/25. Dr. Ken Kurihara 

◇ACTIVITIES & SCHEDULES◇ 

■ Mini-Ashram was held on Sat., Feb. 17th, we had 24 
people gathered together at the Annual Mini-Ashram 
meeting and listened to God’s Word together. Rev. 
Megumi Enomoto, who led the meeting, travels not only 
within Japan but also around the world to Los Angeles, 
Brazil, Taiwan and New York to encourage Japanese 
Christians through the Ashram Ministry. Our brother 
Sora Enomoto continues to lead a monthly silent prayer 
meeting (the 3rd Wednesday of every month) at JAUC 
for preparation of another Mini-Ashram meeting next 
year. Please keep Rev. and brother Enomoto and their 
ministries in your prayers. We accept your generous 
donations to Rev. Enomoto's ministry at Ashram Center 
as well as Sora’s ministry at JAUC and study in PhD 
program in North Carolina. Please contact the JAUC 
office for details. (Masayo Sonoda) 
 ■Update: New International Women's Group ◆ On 
the 2nd Sunday of Feb.  the 11th, the JAUC United 
Methodist Women's group met for spiritual support, 
fellowship, and prayer. We discussed ideas on how to 
connect with the JAUC community. then enjoyed our 
time together , ate delicious refreshments. and , in honor 
of God's love, made Valentine gifts for members of 
Fujinkai  and prayed for them. Then we divided into 
small groups to pray for each other. Everyone is welcome 
to attend our gathering. If you’re interested, please join us 
on the 3rd floor at 12:40p If you have any questions, 
please see Antoinette Jones or Patricia Clark after service. 

◇BUILDING MAINTENANCE 

In mid-January, JAUC received a notice from the 
management company of Guide One, our insurance 
company, which stated that JAUC is required to do three 
things to renew our yearly insurance policy. ◆On 2/3/18, 
the Board of Directors approved the removal of all the old 
circuit breakers that do not switch off when overloaded, 
to upgrade them to new panels with new breakers that 
will auto-switch off. This was cited as a hazard since 
many buildings throughout the city have this same issue 
that is known to cause fires. ◆The cost will be $68,800, 
to be done by Sevan LLC. Currently the older panels are 
smaller than the new ones. Therefore, the closet at the 
bottom of the stairwell to the Social Hall was cleaned out. 
All current panels will be replaced but put on the opposite 

wall. ◆Total Fire Protection came to test the Ansul 
system over the stove in the kitchen. This work was 
completed on 2/6. Cost was $550 for the Ansul solution 
and $195 for the labor. This test needs to be done every 6 
months. ◆A complete inspection of the electrical system 
needs to be done. On 2/5, an electrician came to JAUC 
for an inspection. ◆All the above work needs to be 
completed by 3/1/18, with proof that receipts were paid, 
and the work completed for JAUC to retain insurance 
coverage. Without insurance coverage, the church cannot 
open for services and activities. ◆Thank you to all the 
men who helped clean out the closets on 2/4 for the 
electrical work that needs to take place. We are also 
grateful to Mr. Jun Tonegawa who helped to cover all the 
numerous areas in the Sanctuary and throughout the 
building with plastic to prevent the cold air from getting 
into the building. Thanks to this work, the church is very 
warm! 

◇CHURCH MEMBERS & FRIENDS◇ 

■ CONGRATULATIONS ◆Rev. Dr. & Mrs. Yugo 
Suzuki’s 2nd daughter Sarah gave birth to a baby boy, Ripley 
Yushi, on Dec. 27 at 8:05 am. 
◆Tomoko Sugawara & Jeffrey Ang gave birth to a baby 
boy, Eiji Sugawara Ang, on January 25. 
■ SYMPATHY ◆Mrs. Sumio Fujimoto passed away on 
January 4th. She is the spouse of Rev. Haruyoshi Fujimoto 
who is a retired Kyodan and UMC pastor. He served SMJ 
as the director from 1977-1980. While serving SMJ, Rev. 
Fujimoto participated in the summer camp for three 
summers. Pastor Akio Iyoda was a camper back then. We 
extend our sincere condolence to Rev. Fujimoto & family. 
◆Grace Yoshida Huber died at her home in Ohio on Jan. 
27th. She is survived by her daughter, Marsha, and two 
brothers, Peter and Daniel Yoshida. 
■A letter from George and Miki Honyashiki ◆Hi our 
dear friends in JAUC, 
how have you been? 
Thank you so much for 
your prayer. As you 
might know, our Lord 
gave us two daughters, 
Naomi （尚深なおみ）

and Hannah（伴涙はん

な）10/ 5/2017. We named Naomi after Naomi, mother-
in-law of Ruth. As you now, even in the severe journey 
from Moab to Judea with the loss of husband and two 
sons, she still knows that the Lord sustains her in deep 
grace and she could bless her daughters-in-law (Ruth 1:8-
9). We hope she could become like her. Also, we named 
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Hannah after Hannah, the mother of Samuel. Hannah cried 
and gave up her wish with tears, and then God made her 
wish come true. (1 samuel 1:11). Hannah devoted her son to 

God as her promised to 
Him. We hope our 
Hannah become like 
Naomi and Hannna in 
the Bible. But first of 
all we should hope. 
They are growing up 
day by day. They 
smile when we smile. 

We dedicated them to God in baby dedication ceremony . 
We hope we can see you soon!! 
■Testimony God gave us twin daughters!!11/1/2017By 
George Honyashiki. We got married in 2010. I hope we 
could receive as many kids as possible if He allows us. 
But nothing has happened for several years. I felt sorrow 
and bitterness in my mind. I started to cry out, “Lord, 
Why!” As you know there are many women of infertility 
in the Bible. I cried out, “Are we the same!?” We 
gradually accepted the reality after many outcries to Hm... 
Miki got pregnant three times but had miscarriage every 
time. It gave us deep sorrow. 
Last February, Miki showed me a picture of sonography. 

I found two dots in it! 
I rejoiced but also 

worried that we 
might lose them again during pregnancy. But I changed 
my mind, “Their life may fade tomorrow. But they are 
alive today! He gave them to us today! Let’s rejoice 
today!!” We have been rejoicing every day since then!! 
Their Heartbeat has started and became stronger and 
stronger. Finally, the due date was approaching. But she 
did not go into labor properly and constantly. Finally, 
after three days, the senior doctor found out one of the 
babies might get weaker and decided to deliver them by 
Caesarean section A nurse took me to another room and 
asked me to wait until the delivery was completed. She 
said I only need to wait 30 min. But after 30 min, no one 
came to me. I gradually became anxious. I thought the 
weaker one might die already. I poured out my soul 
before the Lord and cried out “Lord the show back steps 
as Hezekiah had asked (2 Kings 20:11). You control time. 
Please make hear alive again by turning back the time!” 

After one hour, the nurse finally called me. I went to the 
room with new-born twin daughters. When I first looked 
their faces, I noticed one thing asked a doctor there, “Is 
she with down syndrome?” He looked nervously and said 
“As you said, the older sister may be with Down 
syndrome.” On my way to the room which Miki was 
staying in the hospital, I was nervous. When she saw my 
face, she noticed something wrong might have happened 
and asked me “How were our babies?” After listening my 
explanation, she smiled and said “They were born 
anyway, it was great!” But I still felt nervous that night. I 
knew the average life expectancy of the people with the 
syndrome is lower than normal people and will cause 
intellectual disability. What would happen after we die? 
But, on the next day, my heart renewed completely. God 
sent them to this world. The only thing I should do is to 
tell them how wonderful and trustworthy He is, not by 
what I say but the way I live. If they trust Him, even after 
we die, they can live with great joy! What a wonderful 
life it is! When I imagined the future days in which they 
walk with Him gladly, it made me really happy! 

◇CHURCH NETWORK◇ 

■ JCFN/VIP monthly meeting will be a held on second 
Mondays, 3/12 at 7:15pm in the social hall  
■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry to 
the Japanese;) is holding a Japanese worship service at 
the Presbyterian Church in Leonia, NJ (181 Fort Lee 
Road, Leonia) 1st & 3rd Sun., at 3pm. Please join & 
support the services. 

◇PRAYER REQUESTS◇ 

for the victims of the high school shooting in Parkland, 
Florida; for the victims of natural disasters such as 
hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, fires; for health issues for 
Junko Clarke, Michiko Gorman, Valerie A. Igarashi, 
Teruo Inoue, Eiko Ishii, Joe & Yoshiko Kasuga, Kenneth 
Kubo, Hiroshi & Yoshiko Kurihara, George Mukai, Sho 
Nishikawa, Nanako Oguri, the Shimojima  family, Rev. Dr. 
Yugo Suzuki, Kiyotoshi Takahashi, John Yoshinaga. Renee 
Payne (Gerri Yoshida's cousin), has been diagnosed with 
Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis (IPF), the same disease 
that Larry Kern had.  
* Please let us know your prayer request. 


