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◇Pastor Takahashi’s Message◇     

“Choose life”, the Lord says. God gives us a choice, 
instead of enforcement, even though God is almighty 
and in control. God must be fully capable to decide 
anything and everything in this world, and yet, God 
allows us freedom to choose. Our choice is clear, when 
a question comes to which we would choose: life or 
death, prosperity or adversity. God says here, if you 
obey, then you shall live. But, if your heart turns away, 
you shall perish. There was a time when this passage 
was understood as a cut-and-dry dogma: do this, 
otherwise… or if you don’t do this, there will be 
negative consequence. “Obey God, otherwise you shall 
perish.” It was considered to be like a judgment call. 
◆The religious authorities in Jesus’ time, such as the 
scribes, the Pharisees, and the Sadducees, dominated 
how Jewish laws, God’s Commandments, should be 
interpreted. Teaching the laws as a cut-and-dry norm 
made them very powerful. The religious authorities 
monopolized the interpretation of social norm. The 
Pharisees were condemning Jesus’ hungry disciples 
who were picking the heads of wheat and eating them 
on the Sabbath. The Pharisees also condemned Jesus 
for working a healing miracle on the Sabbath. When 
Jesus was questioned if healing someone on the 
Sabbath was OK, ◆Jesus replied, “Who among you 
has a sheep that falls into a pit on the Sabbath and will 
not take hold of it and pull it out?” (Matthew 12: 11) 
Jesus came to fulfill the commandments by revealing 
us the heart of the commandments, teaching us how we 
shall understand them, and showing how we shall live 
according to God’s Commandments. ◆ “Do not think 
that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I 
have come not to abolish but to fulfill.” (Matthew 5:17) 

Book of Deuteronomy is not just a book of law. It is a 
book of the heart, instruction, and teaching (in Hebrew: 
Torah), an instruction manual about how to live 
intentionally as God's people in response to God’s 
Love and Mercy. Deuteronomy 4:29 says, “From there 
you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find him 
if you search after him with all your heart and soul.” 
The commandments are not presented in a legal format, 
but rather given in the style of a sermon, teaching 
interwoven with pleas and exhortations to obedience. 
All are grounded in the prevenient grace of God. 
Prevenient Grace is the divine love given onto us even 
before we turn to God. Love that God has given us as a 
gift unconditionally. To live as God’s holy people, we 
live mindfully in response to God’s abundant Grace 
and unsurpassed Mercy. ◆All the synoptic gospels tell 
us about the Greatest Commandment. When one of the 
religious authorities asked “which commandment in 
the law is the greatest?” Jesus answered “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.” And the second 
greatest commandment is, “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:37-39) Jesus 
quoted Deuteronomy 6:5,  “You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your might.” The commandments of Love: 
love your God with your full capacity, and love your 
neighbor as yourself. Matthew 20:40 says,  “On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” Those commandments of love fulfill the 
real meaning of God’s commandments. It is not about 
judgment, but about God’s Grace and Mercy. ◆In our 
often insanely busy urban lives, everything seems to 
move in fast-forward. There are so many things that we 
need to do and pay attentions to 24/7: work, 
relationships, health, environments, communities, and 
last but not least, our faith. Sometimes, I feel like I am 
approaching the edge of my limited capacity, feeling a 
little overwhelmed by the things that God presents in 
front of me. I feel like, “OK, Lord, big boss, my God. I 
know you are in control. Please help me to take care of 
these things at once.” I am kind of leaning toward 
giving up everything and asking God almighty to 
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JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the greater 
New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith in Christ 
and growing together in Christian discipleship through worship, 
fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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intervene and to take care of everything. Total 
surrender, which may sound right and what Christians 
should do. In reality, if I stay there and stop working, 
nothing would happen. Time would simply go by. The 
Lord says, “Choose life”. I take a deep breath and 
choose one task at a time. Miraculously the pile of 
tasks begins to lower. ◆30:16  “If you obey the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I am 
commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, 
walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, 
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and 
become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless 
you in the land that you are entering to possess.” God 
tells us to take action. These 3 verves: loving the Lord 
your God, walking in His ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, are not three 
separate activities, but rather one activity shown in 
different ways to express the same committed 
relationship with God, the covenant relationship with 
God. To love God is to walk in God’s paths and to 
observe (keep, guard) God’s word. To love means to 
act loyally and to honor the commitments of the treaty, 
the commandments. In the Book of Deuteronomy, 
Moses was telling the Israelites before crossing the 
river Jordan to enter the promise land. The Israelites 
must decide again if they want to be God's people, to 
enter into this covenant relationship with God. Only 
this time it is not just a choice about entering an 
unknown future and fighting Canaanites. ◆This time 
the choice is genuine faithfulness to God that will 
require some hard choices in the reality of living in the 
land. They have been there before. And they have 
failed, which resulted in the exile. Yet God has given 
them a second chance. What will they do with that 
second chance? That is the main theme of Book of 
Deuteronomy. Reading Deuteronomy, I see the choices 
we face in daily life. We have opportunities to live as 
God’s people, God’s holy people having the covenant 
relationship with God. We might have failed before, 
but God has graciously given us a second chance. 
“God’s Grace, steadfast love never ceases, his mercies 
never come to end.” as Lamentations 3:22 says. 
Through Isaiah’s mouth, the Lord says this. (Isaiah 

54:10) ◆“For the mountains may depart and the hills 
be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from 
you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed, 
says the Lord, who has compassion on you.“ ◆Let us 
choose life. Let us choose to cross the River Jordan. 
Let us choose Christ. 

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇ 

■Sunday Service Scripture Verse The Scripture verses 
for March Sunday service are: Mar. 5 -Matthew 4:1-11; 
Mar. 12 –John 3:1-17; Mar. 19 – John 4:5-42; Mar. 26 
–John 9:1-41. Pastor Takahashi includes the lectionary 
verses from the Old Testament, Psalms, and the 
Epistles. To read these verses, see the website www. 
lectionarypage.net.  
■Mini Ashram A mini Ashram was held at JAUC on 
Feb 18th under the direction of Rev. Megumi Enomoto 
from Ashram Center in Japan. Thank you very much 
for JAUC members’ cooperation. Though it was a 
small gathering of about 30 people, we had a blessed 
time of silent listening and sharing as we took a little 
refuge from the town. We are hoping to have this small 
retreat again next year. Let us keep praying for this.  

■Sunday School and Youth Group During the month 
of February, Sunday School and Youth Group have 
been focusing on analyzing the scripture of Matthew 
5:7, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy”. First, the word, “mercy” is defined from 
everyone’s opinion. It can be translated as having 
compassion and/or forgiveness on another. In a joint 
group (composed of both Sunday School and Youth 
Group), we showed an example of mercy from the 
Bible; the story of The Good Samaritan. The robbed 
victim was displayed an act of mercy from the 
Samaritan when the others ignored him. The teachers 
then asked us about when we could demonstrate mercy, 
even in the smallest of acts. I have learned, through this 
month, that mercy is not just helping one another, but 
helping others through empathy; knowing how the 
other person feels. That is, I believe, how the Good 
Samaritan felt when he took care of the robbed victim 
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as during the time, Samaritans were in a low position in 
society and were often treated as minorities. The 
Samaritan understood how the robbed victim felt and 
decided to help him. This is something I would like to 
incorporate into my life as well and assist others with 
empathy. This is important for me to think about others 
as a way of showing compassion. As it is the end of the 
2nd month of the year, I believe that both Sunday 
School and Youth Group are looking forward to the 
next verse of Matthew 5 and talking about it together. 
(Y. Hashimoto) 

◇Day of Remembrance◇       

2017 is the 75th anniversary of the signing of 
Executive Order 9066 by President Roosevelt that 
forcibly sent 120,000 people of Japanese descent living 
on the West Coast into concentration camps.  The Day 
of Remembrance held at JAUC on February 18 drew 
about 225 people to a program that included speeches 
by a camp survivor, a Muslim imam who is a NYPD 
chaplain, a senior staff attorney from the Asian 
American Legal Defense and Education Fund, a 
Muslim woman whose brother was imprisoned after 
9/11, and the African American director of the Center 
for Constitutional Rights. There was a candle-lighting 
ceremony to honor those interned, an oral history video 
of New York camp survivors, an update on the Tule 
Lake Camp Internment Preservation and ended with a 
lively, delicious potluck. This event garnered 
unprecedented media coverage and participation by a 
diverse inter-generational multiracial community. 
JAUC's Sunday service included a bilingual Litany for 
the Day of Remembrance. (G. Yoshida) 

◇Church Members & Friends◇       

■Moving to Japan:  Our brother Dr. Ken Kurihara will 
start teaching at Miyagi Gakuin Womens’ University in 
Sendai, Japan, as an assistant professor from this April. 
He will take charge of “Christianity Basics” and other 
courses. Please pray that God will guide his work. Dr. 
Kurihara is planning to visit NY again this summer.  

■Eiko Tajiri (73), who was a an active member of 
JAUC during 1980-1990, passed away on 2/22.  Her 
memorial service was held at Ginza church on 2/27. 

 

◇Local Church Network◇       

■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry 
to Japanese; Coordinator: Ms. Imado) is holding a 
Japanese worship service at the Presbyterian Church in 
Leonia, NJ (181 Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 
3rd Sunday, 3pm. If you have any Japanese friends 
living in Fort Lee area, please recommend the service 
to them! 

◇Prayer Requests◇ 

In your daily prayers, please pray for our political 
leaders, the end of all discrimination involving race, 
gender, age, class, disability, and religion; solidarity in 
love, peace, hope, and justice; peace in the Middle 
East; safe journeys for refugees; courage for those who 
fear terrorism; reconciliation between minority 
communities and the police; the end of gun violence; 
our challenging building maintenance issues. Pray for 
our sisters, brothers, and friends with health issues: 
Katsuko Bolster, Junko Clarke, Mike Deerkop, Dennis 
Gurski, Michiko Gorman, Arlene Gottfried, Darryl 
Holliday, Grace Huber, Yosh Igarashi, Teruo Inoue, 
Eiko Ishii, Paul & Hisae Isihara, Joe & Yoshiko 
Kasuga, Kerry and Kalvin Kubo, Hiroshi & Yoshiko 
Kurihara, the Mitsumori family, Kayra Teneoglu, 
Jessica & Gunay and the Motai family, George Mukai, 
Nanako Oguri, Rev. Masahiko Sagara, Fujio Saito, the 
Shimojima family, Rev. Yugo Suzuki, Kiyotoshi 
Takahashi, Yuriko Tomita, John Yoshinaga, 
 
Newsletter Team: Sora & Momoko Enomoto, Junko 
Noguchi Hasegawa 


