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◇Announcement from the Board of Directors◇ 

     As of February 8th Pastor Takahashi will temporarily 
refrain from serving as JAUC pastor due to visa issues. In 
order to maintain his status in the US, he will need to go 
to Japan to apply for a new visa. Following the advice of 
our immigration lawyer, Pastor Takahashi is planning to 
depart for Japan soon. During his absence, Union 
Theological Seminary student Dr. Ken Kurihara will 
serve as preacher for our Sunday Services. Rev. Susumu 
Ando will conduct Holy Communion on Mar. 6. Please 
keep Pastor Takahashi and his family in your prayers so 
that his visa issue will be resolved soon.     

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇ 

■Scripture Verses Our Bible reading for Sunday service 
follows the lectionary. The Scripture verses for March 
are: Mar. 6 -Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32; Mar. 13 –John 12:1-8; 
Mar. 20 (Palm Sunday) –Luke 19:28-40; Mar. 25 (Good 
Friday) –John 18:1-19:42; Mar. 27 (Easter Sunday) - 
John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12, Apr. 3 – John 20:19-31 
(Reading can be shortened). See also the lectionary 
website, www.lectionarypage.net.  
■ Annual Congregational Meeting JAUC’s annual 
congregational meeting was held on Jan. 31, and was 
attended by 37 church members. The United Methodist 
Church District Superintendent Rev. Denise Smart-Spears, 
Rev. John Darry (Reformed Church of America), and 
Elder John Chen (same) also attended. During the 
meeting, Ms. Gerri Yoshida and Ms. Kaoru Suzuki were 
elected to serve as the Board of Directors members from 
2016 to 2018. Mr. Tony Fotnakis was elected as alternate. 
Mr. Satoru Nakamura and Ms. Kaoru Kobayashi will 
serve as new SPPRC (Staff, Pastor, Parish Relations 
Committee) members.  

■Lent Schedule On Mar. 25 (Fri), we will have Good 
Friday evening service at our church. On Mar. 27, our 
Easter Sunday service will be followed by an annual 
potluck lunch. Please join us!  
■ Language Courses During the Sunday lunch, an 
English program for Japanese speakers, conducted by Ms. 
Antoinette Jones of John Jay College, is held in the JAUC 
Social Hall. Mr. Sora Enomoto (Union Theological 
Seminary) is also leading a Japanese language course for 
English speakers during this time.   

◇Discovery Camp 2016◇     

The Discovery Camp 2016 will be held at Camp Qunipet 
on Shelter Island (Long Island) from July 24 to August 5. 
The theme this year is “Establishing Friendship through 
Global Bonds.” Participants should be between 3rd and 
10th grade. The fee is $1,400 per a child (sibling discount 
available). Please submit an application by Jun. 10. 
Brochures with details are available at the church. Several 
children from the Tohoku-area of Japan (the region 
affected by the 2011 Earthquake) are expected to 
participate in the camp again. ◆ Fundraising Concert 
for the Camp A series of fundraising concerts for the 
camp, featuring Soprano singer Ms. Maiko Souda (Piano: 
Ms. Yumi Hashimoo), is scheduled for: (1) Apr. 17 
(Sun) from 4PM at JAUC; (2) Apr. 23 (Sat) from 4PM 
at the Presbyterian Church in Leonia NJ (181 Fort Lee 
Road, Leonia, NJ07605). Suggested donation is $20. If 
you want to pay by check, please make the check payable 
to Japanese American United Church, with “Camp” in the 
memo section. For details, please check the website 

http:// discoverycampjapan.org/ 

◇Church Members and Friends◇     

■Membership Transfer: Ms. Eika Kitakaze transferred 
her church membership to JAUC on Jan. 31. 
Congratulations!!   
■ Safe Return Mrs. Anny Takahashi returned safely 
from Taiwan on Feb. 23. While in Taiwan visiting with 
her family, they experienced the earthquake firsthand as 
they were nearly in the epicenter of the quake. We thank 
God that both she and her family were safe. 

““TTooggeetthheerr,,  tthhee  BBooddyy  ooff  CChhrriisstt;;  
            IInnddiivviidduuaallllyy,,  IIttss  PPaarrttss””        II  CCoorriinntthhiiaannss  1122::2277  

JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the greater 
New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith in Christ 
and growing together in Christian discipleship through worship, 
fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 

  



JJaappaanneessee  AAmmeerriiccaann  UUnniitteedd  CChhuurrcchh  NNeewwsslleetttteerr,,  VVooll..  112233,,  MMaarr..  22001166  

■Passing Rev. Jiro Mizuno, who was once the chair of 
the SMJ (Special Ministry to Japanese), passed away on 
Dec. 31, 2015. We cherish our memory of his earnest 
service for SMJ.       
■Friend’s Visit In February, our former member Mrs. 
Miki Honyashiki, wife of Rev. George Honyashiki 
(pastor of Kishiwada Bible Church, Japan), visited NY 
for a month and joined the JAUC Sunday services. We 
are happy we were able to spend time with her! We 
appreciate her gift of Japanese curry rue and candies.  
■ Gratitude Rev. Yugo and Mrs. Elizabeth Suzuki 
visited JAUC on Feb. 28 and donated potatoes, onions, 
and five bags of rice. We express our heartfelt gratitude 
for their generosity! 

◇From Sunday Services◇     

■Feb. 14: Our Hope is in Jesus’ Word (Luke 4:1-13) 
Ken Kurihara Lent, the season to reflect on Jesus’ 
journey to the cross, started on Ash Wednesday. During 
this season, we are called to meditate on how Jesus went 
to the cross for each of us. This is a time of repentance, a 
time to return to God. That is why many people practice 
fasting and prayer to refocus their minds on God. ◆But 
what is repentance? We tend to think that repentance 
means saying “I’m sorry” for bad actions we did. 
Actually, that is only a portion of repentance. True 
repentance urges us to consider who I am in front of God 
and how I should live as His creation. Today, let us 
consider who we are based on the story of the Temptation 
of Jesus and see what Jesus says of us.◆ When He was 
tempted by the devil, Jesus had been in the wilderness for 
forty days. Most likely He was praying how He should 
show God’s love to the people as their Savior and how 
He should guide them. Of course, the ultimate destination 
of his path was the cross and the resurrection. For the 
devil, this was a nightmare which must be prevented at 
any cost. So the devil came to Jesus and made every 
attempt to distract Jesus’ mind from His way to the cross.
◆ Let us see the first temptation. The devil told Jesus, “If 
You are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 
bread.” We can see a cunning suggestion behind this 
temptation, as if the devil is saying: “Jesus, I know 

human hearts well. So listen to my advice. Humans are 
only interested in bread, material things to satisfy their 
desires. Therefore, give them what they desire. Then, they 
will believe You.” Jesus knew how much the people in 
Palestine were suffering from poverty and hunger, and He 
Himself was hungry after a long fast. So this temptation 
had to be a powerful one. But Jesus countered it with a 
quotation from Deuteronomy: “Man should not live on 
bread alone.” In the version written in Matthew 4, the 
passage “but on every word that proceeds out of the 
mouth of God” is added to this reply. ◆Most likely Jesus 
is saying: “Indeed, it looks as if humans are seeking only 
bread, not God. However, because humans are created by 
God, there is a part which cannot be filled by the 
materials in this world. Only God and God’s word can fill 
their hearts and give them life in a true sense.” Jesus 
knew that true salvation would not come by simply filling 
people’s material desires. ◆Rejected, the devil changed 
his tactics. He took Jesus to the top of a mountain and 
showed Him all the glory of this world, claiming: “This 
world is all mine. If You worship before me, it shall all be 
Yours.” We can imagine that the devil saying: “What? Do 
you really say that humans are living by God’s words? 
Look at the reality of this world! How many people are 
seeking God? See, I control them. Admit that I am their 
master. Then I will help Your plan.” ◆To this temptation, 
Jesus replied: “It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord 
Your God and serve Him only.” By this reply, Jesus 
states that the Lord of this world is not the devil but God. 
What wonderful grace to know that Jesus assures us that 
“it does not matter that humans are far from God, they 
still belong to God, not the devil.” And Jesus is willing to 
do anything, even go to the cross and the resurrection, to 
bring people back to God. ◆ Frustrated, the devil quoted 
from the Book of Psalms and tempted Jesus to throw 
Himself from the roof of the Jerusalem Temple. He 
challenged Jesus to show a dramatic miracle to the people. 
Again we can see the cunning suggestion behind these 
words: “What, You want to save them by going to the 
cross? Humans will not understand. They will only 
believe gorgeous, ostentatious miracles. Impress them 
with Your power, then they will accept You. Then You 
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need not need to die on the cross.” ◆But Jesus replied: 
“It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord Your God to the 
test.’” Here Jesus suggests that no matter how hard, we 
must follow God’s Will, even to the painful cross. And 
Jesus is willing to do so. ◆ What do we think now as we 
review this discussion between Jesus and the devil? To be 
honest, didn’t we think that the devil’s view on human 
nature sound more realistic and understandable? Let us 
reflect on our inner hearts. In many cases, we think only 
about the bread of this world, and we often spend days in 
vain as if we can live without God. Sometimes we even 
exploit God and God’s words for our own desires and 
agendas. Usually we do not have the sense that we are 
living by God’s word. And we often feel difficulty 
keeping our faith without visible signs from God. When 
we look into these realities of our hearts, we may be 
disappointed and say, “The devil is right!” ◆ However, 
Jesus says “NO!” to the devil’s words. He assures that 
because humans are created by God, they cannot live 
without God’s word. No matter how far they are from 
God, their master, God, still loves them and seeks them 
out. That is why Jesus came to this world, willing to do 
anything to bring people to God. Jesus eventually rejected 
all the temptations, offered Himself on the cross for our 
salvation, and broke the power of death by His 
resurrection. The devil was defeated completely. ◆ 
Because Jesus said all this about us and even went to the 
cross for us, we do not need to despair about the poor 
condition of our hearts. We can have hope in Jesus’ 
words. Because of this promise of hope in Jesus, we can 
pray to God to transform us into people who can live the 
full life given by Jesus’ cross and resurrection; to those 
who live by God’s word; to those who worship God as 
our only master; to those who follow God’s will. This is 
the true repentance, the true return to God. ◆Because of 
our sin and weakness, we often stumble. However, 
because we have this hope in Jesus, we can get back on 
our feet again, trusting the Lord’s guidance. A theologian 
in Austria named Christoph Schönborn made a touching 
statement: “Jesus withstood temptation not only for 
himself but also for me. In cases where I fail, he has been 
victorious, for me, too. I can start again with him, despite 

my weakness. And even the devil is powerless to prevent 
this.” ◆ This is true! The thing which defines who we are 
Jesus’ words, not the devil’s words. As Schörnborn states, 
nothing can stop us from standing up again and walking 
with Jesus. During this season of Lent, let us admit our 
sin and weakness while placing our hope in Jesus’ words. 
Let us return to God and pray so that we can be 
transformed as God wills. This is the beginning of new 
days! 

◇Local Church Network◇     

■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special Ministry 
to Japanese; Coordinator: Ms. Imado) is holding a 
Japanese worship service at the Presbyterian Church in 
Leonia NJ (181 Fort Lee Road, Leonia) every 1st and 3rd 
Sunday. The service is aimed at those who are new to the 
Christian faith and to children who have attended 
Discovery Camp. If you have any Japanese friends living 
in Fort Lee area, please recommend the service to them!    
■JCFN/VIP Meeting The JCFN/VIP Special Meeting 
was held at JAUC on Thursday, Feb. 25 and Rev. 
Megumi Enomoto of the Ashrum Center (Shiga, Japan) 
delivered a message. Rev. Enomoto is the eldest son of 
late Rev. Yasuro Enomoto, the pastor well-known as 
“Chi-roba (Little Donkey) sensei.” He is also the father of 
Mr. Sora Enomoto, a JAUC associate member. 

◇Prayer Requests◇ 

Please remember the following people in your prayers: 
Victims of the terrorist attacks in Paris, Beirut, Mali, 
Istanbul, and other areas; Refugees in Syria,  Iraq, and 
Libya; victims of the earthquake in Taiwan; those 
suffering from the aftereffects of Hurricane Sandy and the 
East Japan Earthquake; June Goldberg, Michiko Gorman, 
Rev. Peter & Mrs. Kimi Igarashi (Ms. G. Yoshida’s 
parents), Teruo Inoue, Benjamin Islas, Young Kim, 
Hiroshi & Yoshiko Kurihara, George Mukai, Ai Oguchi 
(Westminster Japanese Church, Atlanta), Nanako Oguri; 
Takako Takahashi, Umeko Takeshige’s mother, Yuriko 
Tomita, Akira Yamazaki (Ms. Horiuchi’s brother), 
Kentaro Yoshida, John Yoshinaga.  


