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That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His 
Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and depth 
and height –to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may filled with all the fullness 
of God. 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. 
Amen.      Ephesians 3:16-21 

 

These Scriptures verses were given to us by Rev. Shari Brink, supervisor from the RCA Classis of New 
York and Rev. Greg Town, the RCA representative from the Regional Synod of New York. God uses the 
Holy Spirit to empower each one of us through the love of Christ to do amazing things together to build 
up our church, JAUC. Rev. William Smartt, the United Methodist Church’s representative from the 
Metropolitan District of the New York Annual Conference encouraged us from Philippians 1:6, “being 
confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of 
Jesus Christ.” 

By God’s grace, Antoinette Jones and Kaori Kusakabe were elected to serve on the Board of Directors for 
2019 to 2021. Rika Marubashi accepted the call to be Chairperson of the Board of Directors and another 
person from the Pastor Calling Committee will take her place as Chairperson of the PCC. Sheila Bennett, 
Keijiro Motoi, Satoshi Nakamura, and Masayo Sonoda make up the rest of the Board of Directors. 

 Rev. Amy Nyland, Executive Minister of the RCA Regional Synod of New York; Rev. Shari Brink, the RCA 
supervisor from the Classis of New York; Rev. Denise Smartt Sears, the District Superintendent from the 
Metropolitan District of the New York Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church will be serving 
as denominational representatives on the Board of Trustees. Kaoru Suzuki was elected to continue as 
the Chairperson of the Board of Trustees. The other JAUC trustees are Satoshi Nakamura, Osamu Sagae, 
Jun Tonegawa, and Peter Yoshida. 

Kaoru Kobayashi and Kaoru Suzuki were elected to serve on the Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee 
for the next three years. The SPPRC will elect their chairperson at their next meeting. The other SPPRC 
members are Dean Kusakabe, Motomi Togashi, Fred Tsutagawa and Peter Yoshida. We congratulate and 
deeply thank all those who have volunteered to serve JAUC and God in leadership positions this year. 

Kaoru Suzuki and Jun Tonegawa from the Board of Trustees and Keijiro Motoi, the Cemetery Committee 
Chairperson explained the need to purchase an additional plot at Cypress Hills Cemetery in Brooklyn to 
build an above ground mausoleum for 72 urns. Our present cemetery vault is almost filled to capacity 
and only a couple more names can be engraved on the gravestone. Plans were explored in 2018 to  
develop our present building but no decision will be made until after a new pastor is called.  

The Pastor Calling Committee gave a power point presentation to explain all details of what has been 
accomplished so far in developing and posting a job description, filling out the RCA profile, consulting 
with both denominations and with pastors who are recommending candidates. March 15, 2019 is the 



deadline for applications to be accepted. The PCC presented the new pastor’s salary and the cost of 
interviewing and moving a new minister to New York City. The PCC invites all church members to join in 
prayer on the first Sunday morning of every month from 10 am to 10:45 am. Motomi Togashi will meet 
right after the service in the sanctuary every Sunday.  

Masayo Sonoda, the Treasurer and Chairperson of the Finance Committee, gave a thorough explanation 
of all JAUC income and expenses for 2018 and the projected budget for 2019. Last year we were blessed 
by a very generous donation from the estate of Fujio Saito, a former treasurer of JAUC. All church 
members are encouraged to give generously in pledges and special offerings to support the higher salary 
of the new pastor. 

Gerri Yoshida thanked everyone for their prayers and support during her three-year term serving on the 
Board of Directors and as the Chairperson for two years. She stated that she had accomplished the tasks 
God called her to do. Now JAUC is ready to receive a new pastor, focus on a new vision and move ahead 
with God’s grace, guidance and power. 

Anyone wishing to receive a copy of the 2019 Annual Report to read about the activities of all the 
boards, committees, fellowships and small groups, please contact the church office at (212) 242-9444 or 
email infojauc@gmail.com.  

SUNDAY SERMONS AVAILABLE ONLINE 

Last month in his sermon Rev. Stanley Wayne encouraged us to explore livestreaming the Sunday 
service so that church members who cannot come to JAUC can stay in touch. Also, many churches now 
use the internet to reach new people with the gospel message. The Website and PR Committee is taking 
a first step by video recording the sermon and posting a link on the JAUC website that will allow people 
to see and hear the sermon in Japanese and English. Rev. Kei Okada and Rev. Wayne have given their 
permission to videotape and post their sermons on social media. 

However, we remind church members that all video/audio recording, photographs and posting of these 
materials on social media is prohibited unless permission is given by the individuals involved. JAUC is a 
safe environment where the privacy rights of every person are protected and respected.  

On March 2nd, Rika Marubashi and Gerri Yoshida will be attending “Write the Vision: The Pastor on 
Social Media, “a workshop sponsored by the Regional Synod of New York, to learn how churches are 
using Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to increase their outreach and ministry. Please let us know if you 
are interested in helping JAUC extend its online presence.  

On February 2nd, Sheila Bennett, Rika Marubashi and Gerri Yoshida will attend the “Boundary Awareness 
Training: Developing and Keeping Sacred Trust,” also sponsored by the Regional Synod of New York. We 
will learn how healthy boundaries create safe spaces and safe relationships that build trust and 
confidence in the church.  

SAVE THE DATE 

Last year, JAUC was blessed by the visit of high school and college students from Okinawa who came as 
goodwill cultural ambassadors from the Youth for Understanding USA as part of the Japanese 
government’s scholarship Kakehashi Program. They enjoyed our hospitality so much that they have 
asked to visit again on Sunday, March 24th. They will join us for the Sunday service, followed by a curry 
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rice lunch, and an afternoon program of dance, martial arts and fellowship. Please come to welcome 
these young people who are eager to meet Japanese people living, working and studying in New York 
City.  

 
Rev. Megumi Enomoto, from Japan will preach on Sunday, March 17th. Last year, Rev. Enomoto led a 
Saturday afternoon mini-Ashram/Bible discernment workshop that was attended by 22 people. Besides 
preaching, Rev. Enomoto will explore leading an overnight Ashram retreat in the fall of 2019. Sora 
Enomoto who became a father last year will also join us, so please make plans to come to JAUC that 
Sunday. 

February and March guest preachers: 

February 3  Rev. Stanley Wayne 
February 10  Rev. Kei Okada 
February 17  Rev. Nobuyuki Kurisu 
February 24  Rev. Junichi Saigo 
 
March 3     Rev. Kei Okada 
March 10  Rev. Stanley Wayne 
March 17   Rev. Megumi Enomoto  
March 24   Rev. Nobuyuki Kurisu 
March 31   Rev. Nobuyuki Kurisu 
 

 


