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◇Pastor Takahashi’s Message◇     

Christmas of 2016 came on Sunday, and 2017 New 
Year’s Day will come on Sunday as well. Usually we 
gather for Christmas Eve service but celebrate 
Christmas Day respectively. This season, we are 
blessed to be together to worship on both Eve and 
Christmas Day. ◆ We all may agree that the season of 
Christmas holidays is a beautiful tradition that brings 
us joy, hope and warm memories. Those warm 
memories help to sustain us in cold seasons, both 
literally and metaphorically. Christmas comes near the 
darkest day of a year, the winter solstice, the longest 
night paired with the shortest amount of daylight in the 
northern hemisphere. During this dark and cold season, 
warm and cozy memories of Christmas morning: 
Christmas decoration, Christmas tree, presents under 
the tree, hot chocolate, friends and families sharing a 
feast, the memories of our beloved, and loving others 
in this season give us a security blanket that helps us 
survive this cold season of adversities. Encountering 
life’s challenges is not a matter of “what if” but 
“when”. Challenges and crisis will be upon us some 
day, sometimes more than once in our lives. ◆“The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.” (John 1:5) As we seek the light in the 
darkness, we long for the Christ, the light for the world 
in this world that is so often ruled by the darkness. 
Remembering the birth of Christ our Lord, we wait for 
His return in this dim globe. There is no shortage of 
media reports these days on disasters and tragedies 
from all over the world, including our city of New 
York. We gather under the Star of Hope in Christ as 
the Christmas narrative tells us. ◆ Nowadays we 

depend on email, text, and phone messages to stay in 
communication. Our direct human contact is replaced 
by these convenient technologies. They are essential 
for those who live a fast-pace 21st century modern life. 
With those technologies, we can multitask with the 
global community. While I was visiting my father in 
Tokyo a few month ago, I could still work with the 
church’s worship leaders to plan the next worship 
service and taking care of other church business. 
However, I am one of the strong believers of the 
irreplaceable value of face-to-face meetings. Even 
though it takes more time and energy for participants, 
we get things done right. Ultimately it may be time-
saver in the big picture. The best of all, we can see the 
divine presence among us and within us, which we 
hardly see in e-communication, even though we try to. 
Our physical presence matters. We need each other’s 
presence to thrive as a community. When we are not 
there, we don’t know what we are missing. We instead 
wonder, imagine, and speculate what we are missing. 
Sometimes we wrongly presume it. “Ignorance leads us 
to inconsiderate. Inconsiderate leads us to hatred. 
Hatred promotes war.” Mitsuo Fuchida, a former 
Japanese imperial navy pilot who led the Pearl Harbor 
Attack and later transformed himself to be a Christian 
missionary who shared the Gospel in the post-war US 
said. ◆ In our post 9/11 realities, radical extremists of 
both Muslim and Christianity see each other as 
enemies and demonize each other. Recently the NY 
Times published an Op-ED article entitled “Why It’s 
Not Wrong to Wish Muslims Merry Christmas” by 
Mustafa Akyol. The Turkish writer talks about the 
parallel line between the Bible and Quran. Both share 
the common understanding on the birth of Jesus, the 
prophet, the Messiah, and the “Word” of God, 
according to Akyol. We must remember that the 
Christian faith was born as an inclusive faith tradition. 
The Christmas narrative tells us about Three Wise Men, 
or Magi from the East. According to Matthew’s gospel, 
an unspecified number of the wise men from the East, 
who observed the stars, were sent out. They offered 3 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to the newly 
born Jesus, which created a tradition of Three Wise 
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JAUC is a Christian community seeking to reach out, especially 
to Japanese and those who are interested in Japan in the greater 
New York City area, with the purpose of sharing faith in Christ 
and growing together in Christian discipleship through worship, 
fellowship, study, evangelism and mission. 
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Men from the East. They were probably astrologists. 
At least one of them was from Persia, or modern day 
Iran according to the tradition. At the time, the Islamic 
religion had not been established yet. The Three Wise 
Men’s faith tradition may be Zoroastrianism, the oldest 
existing religion which originated in the 6th century 
BCE whose teaching was about twin spirits: one for the 
light and truth, the other for the darkness and untruth. 
◆ The Christmas story tells us that we all gathered 
under the Star, including “others” from different faith 
traditions. Two thousand years ago, we all came 
together for the Light, a hope in the darkness. Then, the 
darkness was the oppressive regime of the Roman 
Empirical occupation. Now, we live in the modern day 
global empire as “Israelites or Gentiles”. We all must 
gather under the Star of Hope in Christ. “The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.” No matter how different our opinions 
may be, Christ the Lord offers the widest table that has 
ever existed. Everyone can find her/his spot to sit at the 
Lord’s Table as the Lord welcomes all. Despite all the 
differences including languages, ethnicities, 
nationalities, genders, ages, views, cultures, or 
preferences, we all are people of God and are 
welcomed as Christ Jesus welcomes us all without 
conditions. Christmas is a time to reset and calibrate 
our faith clock for a new beginning. Let us gather 
under the Star of Hope in Christ. Grace and peace, 

◇Church Activities & Schedules◇ 

Notice of JAUC Annual Congregational Meeting 
JAUC’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be 
held on Sunday, Jan. 29, 2017, from 1:30PM in 
JAUC’s social hall. Please attend if you are a 
church member. 
 

■ Sunday Service Scripture Verse The Scripture 
verses for January Sunday service are: Jan. 1 -Luke 
2:15-21; Jan. 8 –Matthew 3:13-17; Jan. 15 –John 1:29-
42; Jan. 22 –Matthew 4:12-23; Jan. 29 –Matthew 5:1-
12; Feb. 5 – Matthew 5:13-20 (Subject to change). See 
the website www. lectionarypage.net for details.  

■ Annual Report Preparation If you are the chair of a 
committee or a small group, please submit your report 
to Ms. Tomoko Sugawara by Jan. 7 so that we can 
include it in the Annual Report booklet. 
■ Christmas Events at JAUC: Church School 
Program On Dec. 18, in the afternoon, the Church 
School held a special Christmas program for both 
youth and children. The teachers led the students into 
the darkened sanctuary then lit electric candles so that 
the children could experience Jesus’ words “I am the 
Light of the world.” After singing carols, the students 
went to the social hall and enjoyed making various 
paper crafts, making Christmas table decorations, and 
eating snacks. Christmas gifts were exchanged while 
singing “Joy to the World”. We would like to express 
our gratitude for all the parents and the teachers who 
worked for the program. ◆Christmas Eve Service On 
the 24th, a Christmas Eve service was held starting at 
4:30PM. The service, Lessons and Carols was attended 
by approx., 30 people, and consisted of reading 
Scripture verses and singing Christmas hymns. Ms. 
Sheila Bennett and Ms. Mana Hashimoto sang a duet “I 
Wonder as I Wander”. The JAUC Choir and volunteers 
also sang “For unto us a Child is Born” from G. F. 
Handel’s “Messiah.” Thank you so much for Ms. 
Hashimoto, Ms. Bennett, and Ms. Gerri Yoshida, who 
planned and organized the service. Before service, Ms. 
Maiko Ishii lead a cookie-baking and decorating 
session with the Church School children.◆Christmas 
Sunday Service During the Sunday service on 25th, the 
Choir and volunteers sang “For unto us a Child is 
Born.” About 85 people, including many children, 
joined the potluck lunch after the service and enjoyed a 
hearty meal. We thank everyone who helped with the 
cooking, serving, cleaning and with support behind the 
scenes. 
■Language Courses During the Sunday lunch hour, 
an English program for Japanese speakers, conducted 
by Ms. Antoinette Jones of John Jay College, is being 
held in the JAUC Social Hall. Mr. Sora Enomoto is 
also leading a Japanese language course during this 
time.  
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■Small Group Our Pastoral intern Mr. Sora Enomoto 
started a new small group “Ministry of Discernment” 
in September. The purpose of this weekly meeting is to 
listen to “the light murmuring sound of the Lord” (1 
Kings 19:12) through Bible reading, 30-minute silent 
meditation, and sharing. The study is held on the 3rd 
floor of JAUC every Wednesday (Matthew) and 
Thursday (Genesis) from 7PM. Everyone is welcome.     
■P-Forum P-Forum is a support group for parents 
with children, gathering at JAUC every 3rd Sunday of 
month.  We intend to help rear the children “entrusted” 
to us by God “as a village,” learning from the wisdom 
of the Scripture and the experiences of other parents 
and sharing each other’s joys and worries.  
■ Film Screening Report (written by Mr. Sora 
Enomoto) A screening of the documentary film 
“Okinawa: The Aftereffect” was held at JAUC on Nov. 
15, attended by the film’s director John Junkerman. 
About 90 people participated in the event, and it 
became a good opportunity to learn the history of 
postwar Okinawa and people’s struggle. We hope that 
the JAUC community can also seek a way to become 
more involved in social issues.  

◇Church Members & Friends◇       

■Wedding & Baptism The wedding of our sister Ms. 
Tomoko Sugawara and Mr. Jeffrey Ang was celebrated 
at the Ritz Carlton Hotel near Battery Park on Dec. 10. 
Congratulations! May God bless and guide their new 
life. Mr. Yoshinobu Sugawara, Tomoko’s father, was 
baptized at the Shodai Japanese Church the next day, 
Dec. 11. Congratulations!!    

◇Local Church Network◇       

■Leonia Japanese Service The SMJ (Special 
Ministry to Japanese; Coordinator: Ms. Imado) is 
holding a Japanese worship service at the Presbyterian 
Church in Leonia, NJ (181 Fort Lee Road, Leonia) 
every 1st and 3rd Sunday, 3pm. If you have any 
Japanese friends living in Fort Lee area, please 
recommend the service to them! 

■Film “Silence” Released! Martin Scorsese’s new 
film “Silence” (based on Shusaku Endo’s famous novel 
about the Christian persecutions in 17th-century Japan) 
was released in the US on Dec. 23. Andrew Garfield 
and Adam Driver are the main actors. The film has 
received good reviews in media. Please watch if you 
are interested!   
■VIP / JCFN Meeting During the monthly meeting at 
JAUC on Monday, Jan. 9 (from 7:15pm), Ms. Eri Kuga 
of Love Joy Peace Church will play the violin and give a 
testimony (Language: Japanese).     

◇Prayer Requests◇ 

Please remember the following people in your prayers: 
Victims of the massive fire in Itoigawa, Japan; victims 
of the senseless attacks in Berlin, Nice, Orlando, and 
other places; victims of the mass killing of the 
physically and mentally challenged people at 
Sagamihara, Japan; those trapped in Aleppo; those 
affected by the earthquakes in Kumamoto, Japan, Italy, 
Ecuador, and other places; refugees in Syria, Iraq, and 
Libya; those suffering from the aftereffects of 
Hurricane Matthew, Hurricane Sandy, and the East 
Japan Earthquake; June Goldberg, Michiko Gorman, 
Teruo Inoue, Young Kim, George Mukai, Masaari 
Naito (Tuckahoe Church; suffered from a stroke); Ai 
Oguchi (Westminster Japanese Church, Atlanta), 
Nanako Oguri; Umeko Takeshige’s mother, Yuriko 
Tomita, Akira Yamazaki (Ms. Horiuchi’s brother), 
Kentaro Yoshida, John Yoshinaga.  
 
Newsletter Team: Ken & Noriko Kurihara, Junko 
Noguchi, Momoko Enomoto  
 

 

 


